of Induſtry, and removing from this 8 the great Num- 4 
bers of clamorous Beggars daily reſorting from all Parts of then 3 
Country, and infeſting the Streets, Houſes and Shops, althe“ 


* T he, Council, as Guardians of the Police, chearully | 
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The Macisralrrs 10 Couxcil. of 
: the City of 1 


CONTAINING 


A hor Accent of- the Erection of che CHARITY 
WORkEk-Housk, the REASONS for applying to 
the Legillarure, in order to procure the Eſtabliſh- 3 
ment of a certain and equal Fund for the Main- 

tenance and Employment of the Poor belonging — 
to this City and Royalty : 8 


WITH 


ANSWERS to the OBJECTIONS, 3 wpphing 0 


NE 


Parliament for 4 Pooks Ra TE. 


OTHING cond be more worthy of the Attention 
of a Man of extenſive Genius and Benevolence, than 

a Scheme for relieving the Indigent and Miſerable, _ 

uſefully employing ſuch of the Poor as are capable of any ſorts dan” Des 


by no Means intitled to the Charity of the 8 | * we” 
This noble Project became one of the great Objects of Mr. 
James Coiquhoun's Solicitude, when chief Magiſtrate of this 


* 


* gave into his Schane ; and the SM Kirk-Seſſic ions, who, at 
that Time, had the Adminiſtration and Diſpoſal of by far the 
greateſt Part of the charitable Funds of this City, with great 
Alacrity joined in the Meaſure, and agreed to appropriate the 
Funds, under their Inſpection, for the Maintenance and Em- 
ployment of the Poor in a Charity . e Soanaet how ſoon the 
ſame ſhould be erected. 
Such Ardour appeared in the F for the ſeedy 
Accompliſhment of ſo good a Deſign, that, by their voluntary 
Contributions, and other Donations, a large Fabrick was 

quickly erected, and the Charity Work-houſe for receiving the 

begging Poor opened, towards the End of June 1743; the 

Adminiſtration of the Funds, and Direction of the Houſe, be- 


ing committed to 96 Managers, choſen out of all the different 


+” 5 en Pao * , 
r 


Societies in Town, agreeable to the Plan previoully concerted 
5 by a general Meeting of the Contributors. 

From the original Plan, for procuring Subſcriptions to tos 
fray the Expence of the Building, it appears, it was expected, 
that the Funds to be appropriated for the Support and Employ- 
ment of the Poor, partly at that Time diſtributed by the Kirk- 
Seſſions, and partly by the Council, would amount annually to 
1700 J. Sterl. to which 200 J. more was to be added out of the 

City's Revenue. But then it is plain, a ſpecial Eye was alſo 
had to “ ſuch Contributions, as ſhall be thereto made by the 
0 ſeveral Societies or Corporations within the City, and other 
_« pioufly diſpoſed Perſons.” Whence it evidently follows, 
when the original Subſcriptions were made, that the ſole Re- 
| Hance for the Support of the Poor was not, upon the above- 

mentioned Sums, amounting to 1900 /. which, by a ſolemn 
Deed betwixt Commiſlioners from the General Seſſions and 
Town-Council, was diſponed to the Kirk-Treaſurer for the 
Time being, and his Succeſſors in Office, to be by them col- 


lected, and accounted for to the Managers of the Charity 
Work- houſe. | 


hs 


8 rr . W e e . Mt dy * FR 


. 
ok 
' 8 
8 . 
3 
4 be 
1 
775 
N 
* 
x. 
0 
by 
ky” 
81 
„ 
* 
ys 
” Cs F 
£ Ke 
-. 
8 4 
— "x 
71 
1 £3? . 
pre 
& 
7 * 
5 
7 
> 


The Hopes of other Dowations and Gratuities, beſides the 
2ppropriated Funds, were anſwered pretty well at firſt, but a 
little Time has diſcovered, how precarious it is to depend upon 


ſuch Expectations ; nor has the Shortcoming been fudden, but 


gradual and progreſſive, which evinces the Neceſlity of having 


Recourſe to ſome more certain Eſtabliſhment to prevent fo ex- 
cellent a Scheme, as the regular Maintenance and Employment 


of the Poor, from falling into irretrievable Diſorder, through a 
Shortcoming of the Funds. 


The Truth of what is here noticed will appear in the ſtrong⸗- 


eſt Light, by the following Abſtract 1 0 from the Books of 
me Charity Work-houſe. 


Do NATIONS and LEGACIES ee Fra 
particular Perſons, and Money from the Charity 


Boxes in the Houſe, and at the back Gate, during 2 


the firſt five Years. 


3 5 "Donations. 4 -- Dae. Total. 
1ſt Year | 354 19 143 82 17 112437 16 37: 
24 is de 32 4 11H} 80 1 8. 
% $479 % ig t 4527 1267-10 4 
ath 164 to 2 1 8 675 18 851 
5th | 130 12 3 8 9 31139 1 7: 
To hich it may be added, that the Donations 
from the firſt of July 1748, to the firſt of Janu- 
ory 1749, being the firſt ſix Months of the ſixth. 
or current Year, amount only VF 19 17 0: 


- This remarkable and ciated Decay of n 8 affords: 


but a melancholy Proſpect of e ſo laudable an Under- | 


taking out of precarious Funds. 


„ 


The chief Branch of the abovementioned S ums appropriate 


for the Maintenance of the Poor, by the Contract betwixt the 
General Seſſions and Town Council, aroſe from the ordinary 
Collections at the Places of publick Worſhip, which being 
found for ſeveral Years, preceeding the 1740, to amount to up- 
wards of 1200 l. a Lear at a Medium, (incluſive of 66 J. 55. 9 d. 
being the Medium of the nine laſt Years thereof paid by the 
Meeting-Houſcs .) I his was thought a tolerable certain Fuld; 
and yet, from the following ABsTRAGT, it will appear, that 
from that Period downward it has Fallen conſiderably. 


j z ABSTRAC T of the ordinary COLLECTIONS 
at the Places of publick W. orthip for the follow- 


ing Veats 


Churches, 5 Meeti ing 1 650 yy. Total of both, 


1741 1072 3 35 2 3 1074 8 3˙ 
„„ 105 a2” 
1743 1033 17 2 0 


e 433-4. 2047. 5096+ 
I744 | Deducing extraordinary Collection, <1 264 13 5 ll 
17454 1004 12 5” 1 59 12 3 1064 49 
1746 Deduci ing extraordinary Collection 100% 4 
1747 1381 11 7, =: 9} 1364 8 
1748 1154 : 1154 6 © 


In all 8859 15 Pg 


— 


A 


one Eight whereof, being the Medium, 3 is 1107 . 5 ; 


Thus it appears e chat the ordinary Collections are 

on the decline, as well as too precarious to be depended upon; 

nor in half a Century can a Year like the 1747 be expected, 

When the Collections roſe pretty high, while the Town was 
ranges = 
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thronged with great Numbers, and amongſt them many Per- 
ſons of Rank, during the Dependence of the Queſtions touch» - ' 


ing the heretable Juriſdictions. Perhaps it will be faid, a Re- 
ſource may be found by extraordinary Collections, but ſure 
that Expedient cannot be greatly relied upon, if any one may 
judge from what has already paſt ; the extraordinary Collection 


in the 1744, came to no leſs than 359 J. 3s. 5 d. Sterl, but that 
in the 1746, produced no more than 172 J. 65. 3 d. nor do we 
chuſe here to notice what indifferent Reception ſome of the 


Collectors in the 1744 got from @ Part of the Inhabitants, 


which makes it a little doubtful, if Gentlemen of any Conditi- 
on would willingly undertake the Taſk of being Collectors a- 


What Experience has diſcovered. did not eſcape the Pene— 
tration of Mr. Co/quhoun, who firſt projected the Erection of a 
Charity Work-houſe in this Place, for, even in his "I ime, the 
_ Eſtabliſhment of a Poors-rate was the Subject of Converſation ; 
but, as the Advantages of his Plan were then immediately felt 
by an agreeable Relief from importunate Beggars, and the Fer- 


vour of the Inhabitants ran high for ſupporting a Scheme fo 
beneficial to the Publick; there was little Occaſion at that 


Time to apply to Parliament for the regular Eſtabliſhment of a 


Poors-rate, but when even the Certainty of moſt of the Poor 


being ſomehow uſefully employed, and the Proſpect of render- 


ing more ſubſtantial Service to the Publick, by exhauſting in 2 
great Meaſure the Fountain and Source of common Beggars, 


by training up their helpleſs Infant Race to honeſt Induſtry, 


in place of leaving them a Prey to Idleneſs and Vice, when 


even this engaging Scheme, actually put in Execution, can- 
not keep up the Spirit of voluntary Contributions, or ſecure 


{ufficient Funds for maintaining fo beneficial an Inſtitution ; 
is it not full Time for the Magiſtrates and Council, to deviſe 


ſome certain and equal Method for ſecuring to Poſterity the. 


ection a Scheme at firſt ſo wiſely projected? Ea 


great Benefit that muſt in Time reſult from carrying on to Per- 
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It has for ſome Yai Ya 0 Subject of Deliberation 
what ſhould be the Method fallen upon for ſecuring a certain 
' Proviſion for the Maintenance and Employment of the Poor; 
that which appeared liable to the leaſt Exception, was an an- 
nual Rate to be levied from the Inhabitants in Proportion to 


the valued Rent of their Houſes ; every other Project carried 
along with it ſuch an apparent Inequality, that they were ſoon 
laid aſide. Voluntary Contributions and Donations were evi- 
dently on the Decay, and, in Collections at the Places of pu- 
blick Worſhip, the chief Burden fell upon a Part of the Inha- 
bitants, while great Numbers totally exeemed themſelves : Can 
then any Man ſeriouſly doubt, if a certain Fund is not much 
more eligible than that which is precarious? and, if an annual 
Rate leviable from the Inhabitants, in Proportion to the va- 
lued Rents of their Houſes, is not a much more equal Method 
than Collections at the Church Doors, where poſlibly thoſe 
- poſſeſſing above a Third of the valued Rent of the City do not 
contribute a Fraction? But if an unequat Scheme ſhall ſtill 
have the Preference with ſome, it it a hard Concluſion to ſup- 
poſe that this can ariſe from no commendable Motive, not to 


ſay from the ungenerous Deſire of chuſing to exeem themſelves 


from one of the moſt amiable Duties of Humanity, 


Theſe Conſiderations, not only of the Incquality, precari- 


cus State, but viſible Decay of the Funds, induced the Coun- 


cil, laſt Summer, to reduce their Scheme into Writing, which, 


when tolerably adjuſted, was drawn out in the Form of Pro- 
poſals, aiming at an annual Rate, (in Place of the Collections) 
Not to exceed 1800 J. at any Time, and properly guarded a- 
gainſt going ſo high, except when abſolutely neceſſary; and 
if ſome Gentlemen of publick Spirit had an active Hand in 
preparing a Scheme for effectually fupporting one of the beſt 
Projects that ever was ſet on Foot in this City, it is hoped that 


will reflect no Diſhonour upon their Memories, when Animo- 


fries, artfully raiſed and fomented, and the Authors of them, 
are all forgot. 1 . | 


The 


The Council aware, that hardly any new Scheme, however 
Juſt and equal, could paſs without fome Degree of Oppoſition, 
eaſily foreſaw, that Intereſt or Humour might throw Obſtruc- 
tions in their Way y. For, 

In, They were ſenſible, that thoſe of a different Perſuaſion 

from the eſtabliſhed Church very likely would oppoſe the Mea- 
ſure; the Collections at the Doors of the Meeting-houſes at no 
Time came to much Account, and nothing hereafter was to 
be expected in that Way from thoſe formerly in uſe to frequent 
Nonjurant Meetings. It is w» more than probable that thoſe 
never in uſe to attend the eſtabliſhed Church, would take it. 
much amiſs ſhould they, in Point of Intereſt, Rank or F or- 
tune, or even in Point of Numbers, be reckoned leſs than a 
Third of this Community, and yet tis certain, at a Medium, 
their publick Collections for the Support of the Poor, never e- 
qualled a Twentieth Fart of the Sums collected. 
A2ao, The College of Juſtice, having a legal Exemption from 
f | the two per Cent. Poor's Money, formerly lcviable from the 
; Inhabitants, it might be thought, that however frank they are f 
in voluntary Contributious, yet they would not chuſe to part. f 
with any of their Privileges, or would eaſily conſent to the ſet- 
ting aſide the Act for the two per Cent. in order to make Way 
for the laying on an uniform Poor's Rate upon the Inhabitants 
without Diſtinction. 
31io, It was thought that ſome others, who, by their Off- 1 
ees as Profeflors of the Univerſity or otherways, have been in 
, nſe to claim an Exemption from the above-mentioned two per | 
Cent. would not frankly vicld to a general Poor's Rate over. 
the City. 
Lafth, T he Magiſtrates were ſcnſible that in great Societics 5 
c there are ſeldom wanting ſome who incline to oppoſe whatever 
comes from thoſe in the Adminiſtration; ſome are apt to op- 
poſe any Scheme, purely becauſe not the Authors of it themſelves; { 
or, becauſe ſuppoſed the Project of thoſe they would chuſe 0 
thwart, right or wrong, while a Dexterity at finding Fault, an 


Over: * 


; EL 

cover-weaning Opinion of 3 or the Vanity of heading 
an Oppoſition, might warm others with a Zeal that, laudably 
employed, would be much more becoming in Men of their A- 
bilities; nor could it be ſuppoſed, where ſo many Intereſts were 
concerned, but ſome of the greateſt Candour would take up 
the Scheme as attended with Difficulties, and oppoſe it with 
their utmoſt Skill, as really believing it defective, or, in their 
Opinion, not only liable to e but hurtful to the 


Community, 


However, theſe Conſiderations did not diſcourage the Cons: 

cil; and to make Way for the Approbation of thoſe who ſeem- 
ed to have the only feaſible Title to oppoſe the Eſtabliſhment - 
of a Poor's Rate by Law, they lodged Copies of their Scheme, 
in the Form of Propoſals, with the Lord Preſident and Com- 
mittee of the Lords for regulating the Police of the Town, the 


Barons of Exchequer, the Dean and Faculty of Advocates, the 


Keeper to the Clerks of the Signet, and afterwards the whole 
Lords of Seſſion had written Copics put into their Hands by 
Members of the Council appointed to wait of them, and expreſs- 
ly ſignify the Council's Intention to apply to Parliament this - 
Seſſion: Their Lordſhips were ſo good as to conſider the Pro- 
poſals with great Attention, and, having made ſome uſeful Im- 
provements upon them, they generoufly wav'd taking Notice 
of former Exemptions in Favours of the College of Juſtice, and 
approved of the Scheme, as being calculate for the Publick In- 
tereſt, This gave Rile to the tranſmitting of the Propoſals to 
London, along with a Petition to Parliament, as the Time li- 
mited for n e Bills was within a few _ of ex 
Iring. | 

: F No ſooner was this known, than a Paper, called an n 
was publiſhed, ſetting forth, That a more pernicious Scheme 


coul not be hatch'd for this Town and Neighbourhood; TT 
| © that it was freight with Deſtruction; that it would ruin the 


|< Landlordz, and make the Inhabitants fly to the Suburbs; 
Ah chat! it was intended as a Job for ſomebody ; was the W. ork. 
0K 


C34 


CL df a Party ; that there was no real Neceſſity for it; that the 


„ Jevying a Sum not exceeding 1800 J. would amount to 12 per 
0 Cent: of the valued Rent ; nay that Sum, for ought that ap- 


cared, or was laid or ſet forth in the Bill, might be equal to 


& 2 Rent of all the Houſes in Edinburgh. ' 


Andin a few Days thereafter, by oublick Advertiſement, 


the Landlords and Inhabitants were called together to meet in 


2 Houſe that will not hold the twentieth Part of their Nun 


ber; nor, from the haſty Reſolutions taken there, (by thoſe that 
were in the Secret of ſigning a Petition to be heard at the Bar 
of the Houſe of- Commons, in Oppoſition to a Poor's Rate, in 


caſe the Council would not withdraw their Application) can 


it well be doubted, that the Alarm was the Reſult of a Cabal. 
But it is not the Intention of the Memorialiſts to run over what 
is contained in that Paper, or notice what paſled in an After- 


meeting of the ſame Sort, where a Committee of the General 


Seſſions attended, being called upon to have Matters of great 
Importance laid before them, but in place of being heard upon 


What they had to offer, they were publickly told the Mecting 


was not to attend to any Reaſoning ; neither ſhall we notice 


the Behaviour of a few of that Meeting to the Council, that 
will beſt appear by a Paper under their Hands, a Copy where- 
of is hereto annexed, with the Council's Anſwer ; but theſe 


Gentlemen, affecting to call themſelves eie of the In- 
Habitants, and ſeeming indeed to have the Direction of that 


 amoatly Meeting, having publiſhed a Memorial containing Ob- 
jections to the Scheme, and a Variety of Miſrepreſentations in 
Point of Fact, we ſhall take Notice of both, in order to un- 
deceive ſuch as are diſpoſed calmly to examine the Argument, 
and it is hoped that none will take Offence, if the Drawer of 
this Memorial, as of Council for the Town, ſhall freely exa - 


mine what has been thrown out by the Committee. 


But, before anſwering the Objections made to the Scheme, 


it is proper to notice, that this ſame Committee, upon the firſt 
A pplication to the Council, was allowed Accels to ſuch Books 
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10 
and Papers as contained full Information of every Fact necefſa- 
ry to be known; the Council ſtayed all further Procedure for 
ten Days, and appriſed their Repreſentative in Parliament to 
the ſame Effect, and it was expected, if the Committee had any 
Thing to offer by Way of Objection to, or Improvement on 
the Scheme, that they would in that Time lay it before the 
Council, and agree to ſuch Meaſures as ſhould appear reaſon- 
able after a free Conference; but in Place of this they incloſed, 
in a Letter to the Lord Provoſt, their printed Memorial, in- 
viting all the World to make an Oppoſition, and modeſtly tell- 
ing the Publick, “ "That in ſtating Facts, „the Committee, 
* for the Sake of Brevity and Certainty, will entirely difregard 
« what they have had thrown out to them in Way of Affirma- 
tion of, or conjectural Inference from, Fact by the Coun- 
* cil; becauſe, from what they have diſcovered, they muſt be 
* excuſed from truſting to theſe Gentlemen's Affirmations or 
Inferences, &c. and concluding that no one Fact comes out 
according to the Affirmations in the Propoſals tranſmitted by 
the Council to London.” And to facilitate an Oppoſition, 
theſe Gentlemen declare, that the Project, even when the Facts 
laid down in it are ſuppoſed to be true, appear to them 79 be 
Freigbt with Deſtruction to this Place. Such unexampled Li- 
berty have theſe Gentlemen taken with their lawful Supertors ! 
whether or not they had Ground for ſo doing will quickly ap- 
| pear in running over the Contents of their Memorial, which 
wie ſhall reduce to ſomething of a natural Order, and, in the 
_ Courſe of our Remarks, glance at the Conduct of ſome other 
Societies whoſe Opinions ſhall be hereto annexed : But to 
JJ ins 
10, It is faid by the Committee, That the Scheme was the 
Project of a few, and kept a mighty Sectet untill the Day on 
which it was ordered in Council to petition the Parhament, that 
the Heretors and Inhabitants were alarmed, on getting Intelligence 
that a Part of the Town Council had tranſmitted to London 4 
. e W - Petition 
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II | 
Petition for g. ettHng a perpetual * FR Tax nailed dion on 
them, &c. 
How conſiſtent this is with the Scheme's being ſet a- -going 
by the preceeding Magiſtracy, and often the Subject of Con- 


verſation laſt Summer; with its being fully opened again and 
again to a Meeting of the Heretors of the Pariſh of St. Cuth- 
bert's, in Preſence of one of the Gentlemen of the Commit- 


tee, having an Intereſt there, and now one of the moſt active 


in the Oppoſition ; with Copies of the Propoſals being lodged 
with ſeveral of the Lords of Seſſion, before the laſt Chriſtmas 
Vacation; or being ſubjected to the Revi icw of {0 many honou- 
rable Societies above-mentioned ; with being publickly read in 
Council, and unanimouſly approved by the whole Body? 
Me fay, let all the World judge, it, after th's, it can with Ju- 
ſtice be alledged, that the Scheme was kept a Secret, or to be 
conſidered as a Deed of a Part of the lown- Council, as the 
Committee are pleaſed to expreſs themſelves. That the Inha- 
bitants were alarmed, may indeed be true, and ſore timid Land- 
lords made to apprehend their Burgage "I enements in Danger; 
but how this happened, perhaps the Authors of the Alarm can 
beſt inform the Publick. But, 
249, The Committee beg Leave to ASSUME AS A PrIN- 
C1PLE, That every Tax levyable from the Inhabitant of a Houſe, 


in Proportion to his valued Rent, falls upon the Landlord; that 


this is verified by ſad Experience, with reſpect to the Window- 
Tax; nay, that Tenants have reſuſed to take Houſes, unleſs the 
Landlords would engage to pay the Poor's wn in caſe it takes 8 


| place. 


However frank theſe Gentlemen are in aſſumin 8 Privicioles, 
ſure they are mighty ſparing in illuſtrating them: Nor areLand- 
lords greatly obliged to the Committee for publiſhing what it 
is believed entered into the Heads of very few, viz. I hat no 
Man will talk of the Rent he is to give, till the Landlord pre- 
_ viouſly agrees to pay, or allow the Window- Tax out of it: A 
' notable Hint to the Tenants, but of no Avail to them, 1 ue 
5 and- 
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„ | 
Landlords are as 2cute at Hlceming their Intereſt, unleſs the 
Committee are oi Opinion, that the Inhabitants will make their 
Retreat, and build a new City. At the fame Jime, it is not 
impoſſible, that ſome Landlords, mighty averſe to this Scheme 
for ſupporting the Poor, may have talked of Abatements, or 
perhaps agreed to them, in order to furniſh an Argument elſe- 
where. But that any ſuch Thing has truly happened, is more 

than we have been able to learn: Nor can it in good carneſt 
be imagined, that any Houſe Jett at a reaſonable Rent will, in 
'I ime coming, be deſerted, unleſs the Tenant is complimented 

with an Abatement. But that ſuch a Suggeſtion ſhould deeply 
impreſs a warm Imagination, during the Heat of an Oppoſition 
to a Scheme, for the cftabliſhing a regular, equal and certain 
Proviſion for the Poor, may be frankly admitted 
But may it not be here asked, How inconſiſtent is all this 
with the Addreis to the Houſcholders ?- Are they allo to be 
undone, by being at once relieved of the publick Collections, 
and having an Fale of their Houſe-Rents? Or, if the Com- 
mittee are right in their Conjecture, or rather their afzmed 
_ #riuciple, that the whole Burden is to fall on the Land- 

lords ? Is not this a Call to the Inhabitants to ſee to their 


1 
2 4 : 
* 


Poor Houſe did not anſwer the good Euds and 
propoſed for the right Maintenance of the Poor, the 
| Deed of Appropriation ſhould not bar the Seſſions from 
2 ſuch Overſight of the Poor, or Adminiſtra- 
ton Of the 
upon 2 laying before the Lords of Seſſion the Reaſons 
of their Diſſatisfattion, aud obtaining their Lordſhips 
Warrant and Allowance for ſuch Reaſſumption and Ad- 
miniſtration of the Colleffions, 8 


rs) 


Subject being excluded) that we were to beruined, becauſe 
our Leaders ſaid fo, and never imagined we were to be made 
Dupes to the Committee. And far be it from us to ſuggeſt 


any ſuch Thing; but ſure we may even ſeriouſly lay fo, was 


the aſſumed Principle of the Committee to be taken for an 
eflabliſhed Maxim. TT 15 


3rio, The Committee ſet forth, That the Funds, For- 


merly under the Adminiſtration of the General Seſſions, 


was by a ſolemn Deed appropriate for the Maintenance 


of the Poor of the Charity Work-houſe, not to be ap- 


plicable to any other Uſe That if the ſaid Ho ſpiral, or 
Purpoſes 


Collectious, as they were then intitled to. 


* 


But what has all this to do with the Point in hand ?---- 
The Seſſions never did, nor ever had Cauſe to complain of 
any Miſapplication of theſe Funds. The Lords of Seſſion 
have approved of the Scheme of laying aſide the Collecti— 

ons at the Church-Doors, judging a Poors Rate, as 

propoſed, a much more equal, as well as more certain 


Fund for attaining the Ends in View. But what ought to 


remove every Scruple, the General Seſſions, at a numerous 
Meeting, two only differing in Opinion, and five declining 


to vote, gave it as their Opinion, That a Poors Rate was 


far preferable, and would eſtabliſh a more equal and cer- 
** tain Fund for Support of the ſaid Houle, than the Col- 
i lections at the Church-Doors.” And with the ſame Unani- 
mity they approved of the Plan or Propoſals drawn up by 
the Magiſtrates, with a few Variations, as will appear from 
their Report hereto annexed. e 
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wot only have all the Poor, which the 
ceive, been comfortably ſub ſiſted, but the Managers en- 
abled to build an Infirmary for the Reception of Luna- 
ticks, and e whence it 1s inferred, 

that there is no Neceſſity, through any Deficiencyof Fund, 
JJ, ww 
I he progreſſive es! of voluntary Donations and Cha- 
y evident by the above Abſtracts.--- 


33 35 
4to, It is ſaid, That by Means of the appropriated Funds, 
and the voluntary Charities of dp 1:4 Perſons, 


onſe could re- 


rities has been abundant 


The publick Collections, at a Medium, ſince 1740, have been 
but a Trifle over 1100 2. The other Funds of the Houle, 
as by and by ſhall be noticed, do not fully come up to 600 J. 
But the annual Expence, free of Buildings, cannot be com 
puted lower than 2200 J. a Year, at a Medium. May not 
then eyery one judge, whether this Expence can be an- 
ſwered with the ordinary Collections, and other Funds, 
which no wiſe Man would rent at 1700 J. aYear? _ 


The Committee mightily triumph upon a Diſcovery, ſaid 
to be communicate to them by a Report of the Merchant 
Company, viz. That under the Expence of the firſt four 
Tears, ſtated at a Medium in the Propoſals, as amount- 
ing to 2800 l. Sterl. yearly, was comprehended the Charge 
of fore additional Buildings and Repatrs.---But ſure this 
muſt be intended to catch the thoughtleſs and unwary. 
No Secret was ever made, that in the Expence of the firſt 
four Years was included Charges that were by no Means 
likely to happen again. The Books were patent to the whole 
City, and under the Inſpection of this very Committee, 
where, at a Glance, they might have obſerved, that the 
very firſt Articles, taken Credit for by the Treaſurer, falls 
under the Head of Buildings andRepairs ; they might have as 
well made a Noiſe, becauſe the Medium for theſe four Years _ 
was not preciſely 2800 J. but ſomewhat betwixt it and 
2750 J. but the Merchant Company being referred to, and 
_ theſe Gentlemen having examined the Books e ä 
os PL ; with © 


5 


with great Accuracy and Preciſion, we ſhall take down their 
own Words upon this Head, as well as ſubjoin their Report 
at the Cloſe of the Paper. We called for Mr. James J7ir- 


«6 Hg, Treaſurer to the Poors Houic, and being informed 


„ by him of the Facts we wanted to know, and having 


computed, we are fuliy ſatisfied the fame are juſt and fair, 


mentioned in the 2d Article, Sc.“ 


Sure that Company, who approved of the Scheme, were 


far from ſuppoſing the Council had the leaſt Intention to de- 


ceive; it was neither their Choice, nor in their Power; nor 
can the above Report give the leaſt Countenance to the Com- 


mittee, in drawing fo wild a Concluſion; nor did they ap- 
prehend it ar all neceſſary, minutely to conſider the extra- 


ordinary Charge of the firſt four Years, as the propoſed Me- 
dium, tor the Time to come, had not the ſmalleſt Relation 


to it. 


But ſay the Committee, © That, in Truth and Reality, it 


appears by the Books, that the annual Expence was no more 


than 2178 J. on the Medium of the firſt four Years, dropping 
out the extraordinary Charges :”---But where this has been 


found, we know nor, tho' even that is within 22 J. of what 


we compute the ordinary Charge will amount to in Time 
coming. But to ſhew how frank the Committee are in their 


Aſſertions without Book, we ſhall here inſert an Abſtract 


of the Deburſements, the firſt four Vears, excluſive of Build- 
ings, Repairs, Ground-Rent, to the former Tackſman, 


whoſe Leaſe is not yet expired, and ſuch like. 


Fiſt 


examined his Books and States, from which the Mediums 
in the 2d, zd, 4th and 6th Articles of the Propoſals are 


and, from what we have ſeen, they ſeem to have been 
made up without any By-view. and from the proper Evi- 
dence; only we obſerve ſome additional Buildings and Re- 
pairs, for the firſt four Years, are included in the 2800 J. 


RRV 
Firſt Year deburſed by the 3 _ 
Treaſurer . - - 4 1 +£.1833 5 2 
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I BV Town and Kirk Trea- 
ö ſurer, before theſe Funds? 
were under the Manage- L. 488 2 O55 
meat orte Treasurer o ĩð ͤ 
the Houſe „ 3 | | 
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Total, L. 9200 15 81 
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Whereof being the Medium, is CL. 2300 03 11 


Whence it is evident, that the Committee talked at ran- 
dom, in fixing on 2178 J. as the Medium for that Period; and 
the Council were extremely moderate in pitching on 2200 4. 
as the Medium neceſſary in Time coming; bur they deter- 
mined themſelves from an Eſtimate made up ſometime ago 
by the Treaſurer of the Charity Work-houſe, whoſe great 
Accuracy, as well as Fidelity, was known to them by ſeve- 
ä [[[ 
The Committee, in like Manner, indulge their Fancy, 
in ſuppoſing the Profits of the Labour of the Poor in the 
Houſe has ariſen, ſince its firſt Endowment, to 600 l. 4 
Zear; for, ſay they, this muſt be the Caſe, in order to 
ö male 2200 l. anſwer, iu time coming, in place of 2800 l. 
For the firſt four Tears; unleſs it was imagined, that 
The Profits of Labour were pocketed up by ſome body, 

(which they aver they are far from ſuppoſing) or that the 
| Propoſers are dealing in Fallacy, upon the Compariſon 
aud Inference. From all which they conclude, That the 
Profits of Labour may ſoon riſe 400 l. more per annum, 
that is quickly*come to 1ioco J. a Year 5 


We 


FFF 
We ſhall not ſay, this notable Conceit too K Riſe from chuſing 


: to deal in Fallacy ; bur ture the Committee, who had Ac 


ceſs to the Books, might caſily have ſatisfied themielves 
” there was no Foundation for it. The Management of the 
'  Houlewas ſuch, that none of its Funds could be pocket- 
ed up, and the annual Accompts examined and audited by 
Gentlemen too accurate to have any Fallacy put upon them; 


and had the Committee beſtowed a Momenr's Leilure, they © | 
choved to have jeen, that the Difference betwixt the firſt 


4 four Years Expence, and what in time coming is ſuppoſed 
3 ſufficient, was owing to the extraordinary Expences during 
that Period, which, notwithſtanding the many Donations 
and Legacics at that Time, made it neceſſary more than 
once to have Recourſe to extraordinary Collections. But 
it iccms the Committee, for all their Candour and Accu- 
racy, have thro' Hurry and Inattention oycrlooked the 
proper Mean of Conviction, v7. the Books, in which are 
minutely ſtated every Article, either ſaved by the Labour 
of the Poor, or gained by their Induſtry, the neat Profits 
of which laſt, after the uſual Allowance for their Encou- 
ragement, amounts at a Medium to 96 J. 8 5s. 5 14. But 
the great View of the Committee being to oppoſe a Poors 
Rate, a very ſlender Circumſtance hurried them on to ima- 
ginc, that the Profits of their Labour was fo great, that 
there was little Ule for a legal Proviſion for the Support of 
the Poor: But that the Committee may not again tell the 
World their Doubts, //hether or not any Faith ought to 
be paid to Affiirmations from this Quarter, we ſhall ſub- 
join the following Abſtract; and if that does not convince 
them, they are welcome to a ſecond Peruſal of the Books 
from which it is taken. or nw ol Moos 


1 


An ABSTRACT of the Sums ſaved and gained 
- annually, by the Labour of the People in the 

* Houſe, with the near Profits ariſing to the Houſe, 
after allowing them per Pound on 
| (aid Savings and Gainings for their Encourage- 
ment, 27/8. 


J)) 2 Allowance for NeatProfuts by 
Saved. Gained. Total of both. Encouragement. the Labour. 
Ait Tear] 140] 114 10:00. 254 10 O 42 69 72 33 
ac | 2251167 5 1 39 1568 10 7 
3d 289147 9 11 *] 436 9 1153 55*] 94 
„V!!! f ̃⁵ 65:2 54116 
„„!!! 8 21477 $:.271.59 2:01.39 
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Total 1327758 16 10 085 16 1 76 14 8/402 2 2 


The Medium of neat Profits in the above five . 
Years, as may appear from the reſpective f 96 8 5 
| Clearances, is ns 5 3 


And fire no Man of Candour can blame the ſtating the 
Articles of Savings and Gainings under different Columns; 


the firſt is always ſtated, that it may appear what is ſaved 


to the Houſe by the Work of the Poor, as Taylors, Cob- 
lers, Wrights, Waſhers, Sc. but never charged, as no Mo- 
ney thence ariſes; the reſpective Allowances, by the Rules 


of the Houſe, for ſaving or gaining, being paid out of the 


laſt, the remaining neat Profits gain d are always charged on 
ä 5 
. 5ro, 
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to, The Committee next, in order to ſhew there is no 
Neceſſity for a Poors-rate, or obliquely to charge the Coun- 
cil with falſifying, (when they ſer forth, that, ſince the 1740, 
the ordinary Collections of late is conſiderably fallen below 


1200 J. a Lear at a Medium) have been pleaſed ro exhibir 4 


State of the Collections for the 1743, and downwards, 
where they ſtate the Medium at 1236 l. 19 s. and con- 


clude, when for one of the Tears the Country was in Con- 


fuſion by Rebellion, could there be any juſt Ground to 
fear that they would fall ſhort of the 12001. in time to come? 
or is there not all the Reaſon in the Worid to believeand 
hope, that they will riſe conſiderably higher? 


But ſure a more fallacious View could not have been ex- 
| hibir, they paſs over the Collections in the 1741 and 1742, 


becauſe pretty low theſe Years, and they take in two cx- 


traordinary Collections, in the 1744 and 1746. We do not 
cChuſe, inthe polite Stile of the Committee to the Council, to 
lay, That we muſt be excuſed from truſiing to theſe 
Gentlemen's Affirmatious or 1Inferences, or that . are 


wilfully miſrepreſenting Fatets to them known, in Hopes 
by their Addreſs, to make Concealments from thoſe, who 
were capable, and had the Means to detect their Falſe- 
hood. No! this is a Stile we are unacquainted with, but hope 


the Publick will forgive us, in chuſing to undeceive them, 
by referring to the above Abſtract, from the 1740 and down- 
wards, where the whole ordinary Collections are ſtated, 
and the Medium ſtruck at 1107 J. 9 s. 5 d. whence it is ſelf. 
evident, how greatly the ordinary Collections have ſunk; 


nor is there any rational Ground for hoping they will riſe 


in Time coming, or depending upon luch a precarious Pro- 


viſion. We don't impute the Error of the Committee to 


Deſign, but muſt imagine it has ariſen from an inexcuſeable 
Hurry, which made them overlook the Means of being 


better informed, altho' pur in their own Hands. 


to, As to that Part of the Council's Propoſals, which 


runs thus, That the other Ordinary Funds for the Poor do 


— — — 


__ © notexceed 600 J. at a Medium, akin what of late has a · 
L riſen from Allotments made to the Poor, by the Managers 
of the Ladies Aſſembly, Sc.“ The Committee are pleaſ- 
ed to remark, That this may be true for ought they know, as 
they could not have Time to go through th“ Minutiæ in this 
 Aﬀair. But bere, inſtead of telling what ought, in Fair- 
eſs, to he told, Words arethrown in, which at the ſame 
Time that they cover the Propoſers from an Accuſation 
of directly falſifying in Fact, ſhow evidently, that they 4 
had the Things, now to be opened, under their Eye — 07 x 
late, the Allotments made to the Poor, from the Pro- I 
duct of the Ladies Aſſembly, have been very ſmall, becauſe 
the Managers are making up a Fund, wherewith to pur- 
chaſe the Houſe in which it is held; but the Propoſers 
well knew, that that Fund is almoſt made up, and that of 
Conſequence, the Work-houſe would ſoon come in for its 
full Third of the Profits of the Aſſembly.---- I he Sum laid 
ap for purchaſing the Hall, being detained off” the Poors 
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Hflouſe, during ſome of the Tears in which the Medium was 4 
lrucb, the Medium was thereby diminiſhedin fo far, and 1 


ought in Fairneſs to have been ſtruck, as if no ſuch De- 
tention had been made.---- And there is a Sum of 1001. per 
annum /ecured to the Poor by Mortification of one Mr, : 
Horn, /o it is not one of their ordinary or preſent Funds, TS | 
becauſe Mrs. Horn, who liferents it, is ſtill alive. Should - 
theſe Things have been concealed in a Propoſal of this 
Kind? Or, could they be concealed for any other Reaſon, _ 
than that the Hope and near Proſpect of theſe Additionsto 
the Fund was an invincible Argument, for ſo far, againſt 
laying on the perpetual Tax, of which the Propoſers are 


% fond aud keen? 


Had the Committee vouchſafed a Conference, they would 
not have fallen into ſuch a Set of Blanders. Who told them 


the Medium was ſtruck of what might be expected from 
the Ladies Aſſembly, when the Profits of it were laid up 
for purchaſing the Hall? Had that been the Caſe, the Com- 

5 1 e putation 


and by the Deed of Mortification, after her Deceaſe, the 
Intereſt is applicable to the Families of poor Indwellers, 
thus deſcribed, Day-labourers, who by the Inclemency of 
the Weather, may ſometimes be hindered from working,” 

with this expreſs Proviſo, That it ſhall be given to none 
but {ſuch who have received no Alms from the Parith or 
Place where they reſide. So that no Part of it could be 


putation from that Fund would have come to nothing, the 
Poors-houſe never received a Farthing from the Ladies Al 
ſembly, bur 63 J. 6 s. 3; in Whole, becaulc the Profits were 
running up to purchaſe the Hall; but, as the Poors-houſe 
was to have a Third of the Profits in Time coming, that 


was computed at a Medium to no leis than 70/7. a Year, 
which poſlibly is more than any Body would Farm a Third 
of their Profits at, for a Term of Years yet to run; and 
as for Mr. Horu's Mortification, there is but 1500 J. for 


the City of Edinburgh, it is literented by his Widow, 


applied to the Poor of the Charity Work-houſe. And for 


the other 2000 /. mortified by Captain Horn, it is preciſely 
upon the ſame Terms, but only applicable to Day-labour- 
ers of the Parithes of Libertou and St. Cuthbert's. How 
intolerable then is it for the Committee to accuſe the Coun- 
cil, as dealing unfairly, and throwing in Vords to cover 
them from an Accujation of direct ene in Fatt, 
when concealing Things they had under thei 
Council are incapable of ſuch low Artifices, and hope the 
Committee are ſo too, altho* blundering through Hurry, and 
in the Heat of their Zeal ſcattering Reflections with a li- 
e gontons: eee, ) 
m, The Committee treat the Scheme, as if the Spirit 
, Revenge againſt Non: jurors, becauſe they. will not be- 
frow their Charity according to the Council's Mind, had 
prompted them in Reſentment to apply for the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of a Poors rate, But is not this a moſt curious 
Fetch? Does it not in ſome Meaſure explain one of the main 
Springs of Oppoſition to he lalutary Meaſure propoſed 2 


Or 


their Eye?! The 


= the Lords ſhall make for clean 


= 


or can a Magiſtracy be blamed for putting all the Cirizens on a 
Level? Does the Committee, in good Earneſt, imagine it a Duty 
Incumbent on the Council to ſhew more Regard to thoſe who 
difter from them in Church and State, than to ſuch as are 
hearty Friends to both ? And are there not many Gentlemen 
of good Senſe and humane Diſpoſitions, however widely dif- 
fering from us in Matters of the higheſt Conſequence, who 
yet, in forming and digeſting a Scheme, calculated for the 
Support and Maintenance of the Poor, would chuſe to fix 
on that Plan, which of all others ſhould appear moſt equal 
for the whole Members of the Community? Or is there a 
Man living who would ayow an oppoſite Principle? How 
then can a Scheme, rendered neceſſary from the viſible De- 
cay ofthe Funds, and formed upon the moſt equitable Foot- 
ing, be deemed to flow from a Spirit of Revenge? 
8 v0, The Committee affirm, there is no Occaſion ſor 
ſettling a Poors-rate by Law ; that the Magiſirates 
have Help. at hand, by the Power lodged in the Lords 
of Seſſion, by the 12th At of the Parliament 1686. 
But, as both Rubrick and ſtatutory Part concern the 
cleanſing of the Streets, it is in vain to argue from the Pre- 
amble or Recommendation at the Cloſe of the Statute, (co. 
cerning the great Numbers of clamorous Beggars 1 tray 
ing tothe Metropolis) that this Act was intended as a ftand- | 
ing Law, authorifing a Tax for the Support of the ordinary 
Poor. The Act of Sederunt, that paſt upon it, in the 1687, 
plainly evinces the contrary, where the Lords grant an Im- 
poſition for three Vears only, with this Proviſo, that the 
M.agiſtrates ſhall be holden to periore whatever Regulations 
ing of the ſaid Town of Ediu- 
burgh, &c. without craving any further a pc Ex- 
* pences than what is hereby granted.“ Could a temporary 
Proviſion for three Vears ſupport the ordinary Poor in all 
Time coming, or mean any more than an Aid for cleanſing 
the Town, and baniſhing clamorous Beggars, who had no 
Title to the Charity of the Inhabitants * ee 196 Sor 


is it to cite their Act of Sederunt in the 1732, proceeding 
upon the Narrative, that the College of Juſtice had volunta- 
rily agreed to pay two per Cent Poors Money, (from which 
they were otherways cxcemed) for the Term of three Vears? 


lity of a ſtanding Rule? And how conſiſtent in all this are 


they loudly call upon the College of Juſtice to ſtand to their 
Privileges? And is it not ſomewhat new, to find the Burgeſſes 
of Edinburgh doing lo, who were ſo often in Uſe to com- 


Citizens. ED 
The Commitree having muſtered up every Thing they 
could think of againſt the Neceſlity of a Poors-rate, and not 


of Seſſion have approved of the Magiſtrates Propoſals be- 
ing turned into a Law, had they imagined this Act of Par- 
liament veſted full Power in them to eſtabliſh theſe as binding 
Rules upon the whole Community? And to what Purpo!e 


Can theſe temporary or voluntary Reliefs ſuperſede the Uti- 


the Committee with another Part of their Memorial, where 


plain, that it was hard they ſhould bear all the Burdens, 
and ſo numerous a Body as the College of Juſtice remain 


free? The Lords, indeed upon this Occaſion, have gener- 
ouſly preferred the Neceſſities of the Poor, and the publick 
Good, to their ancient Privileges ; but this it ſeems the Com- 
| mittee regrets. Or has two of the Number, who are Mem- 
bers of the College of Juſtice, prevailed on their Brethren, 


ro ſtand by the ſuppoſed Intereſt of that numerous and opu- 
lent Society, and give them the Preference to their Fellow- 


only adventured on meer Preſumption to contradict the 


Facts ſet forth in the Propoſals, but taken the Liberty to 
aſſert others, without ſufficient Evidence, the Fallacy of 
both which Topicks of theirs, we hope by this Time is 
| ſufficiently underſtood, as well as the Force of their Argu- 
ments, hitherto uſed, obviated ; we ſhall next proceed to ex- 
amine what they have offercd in general againſt the Eſta- 


bliſhment of a Poors-rate, together with the particular Ob- 


jections thrown out againſt the Scheme of the Cauncil, fup- 


poſing 


24 ) 


or the Support of the Poor ab- 


poſing ſome legal Proviſion f 
ſolutely neceſlary. _ 

With regard to the general Point, they ſet forth, That it 
will always be imprudent with regard to the Intereſt! 
of Scotland, for any City or Shire in it, to apply for 
having any Thing like a Poors-rate impoſed by Authori- 
ty of Parliament, for obvious Reaſons drawn from the 
Enxperience of England; that it muſt from its Nature 
give Riſe to a Number of Abuſes and Grievances; and, 


if the Rulers of the capital City obtain it, the Example 


c ſoon be followed by thoſe of the other Burghs, aud 
from them the Contagion may ſeize the Shires alſo. 


The Council will not take it upon them to jay, bur the 
Poors- Rates in England may be regulate in a better Manner 


than theyarc at preicnt : It is not our Province to dip into that 


Matter: We know not the Powers of the Church Wardens, 


and Overſcers, neither with regard to the Extent of the Sums 


leviable, or the Manner of Application, nor the Charges at- 


tending the Management. Bur, in the preſent Cale, it is pro- 


poſcd, that the Sum total ſhall never exceed 18007. The 


Eſtimate of what is annually neceſſary, is to be made up by 
the ninety- ſix Managers of the Poors Houſe, who, being li- 
able in their own Proportions, will chule to be as ſparing as 
the Nature of the Thing will admit of. This Eſtimate is ſub- 
ject to the Controul of an extraordinary Committee of thir- 
teen Perſons, nine of whom muſt be Members of the Col— 


lege of Juſtice, Gentlemen whole Kank and Character puts 


them beyond all Suſpicion of partial Views; and no Man 
can doubt, but the utmoſt Care will be taken of the Applicati- 


on, and Promoting the Induſtry of the Poor; for on thele will 
depend the leſſening of the Rate for each enſuing Year; and 


every Manager has an Intereſt that it ſhould be leſlened. 


And therefore, unleſs it can be ſuppoſed, that Men will act 


contrary to their own Intereſt, there can be no Danger either 
of levying too much, or miſapply ing any Part of the Funds. 


That fo juſt, ſo wile a Regulation ſhould be branded with 


the 


2 
2 


| C35 ,) 3 
| the odious Name of Contagion, is truly ſurpriſing: And, 
if no Body-corporate, or Community, thall be induiged with 
a Proviſion of this Kind, without equal Precautions, we can 
dread no Danger to our Country.----Should our Scheme mil- 
give in the Execution, none will follow the Example; and, 
if it happily ſucceed, we hope no Lover of the Publick Inte- 
reſt will repine at the Proſpect of relieving the truly Indigent, 
and profitably employing Thoulands, at a ſmalf Expencc, 
who are otherways not only burdenſome, but the Peſts of So- 
ciety. 5 1 „ J 
But ſay the Committee, * Suppoſing a legal Proviſion of 
*© this Sort ever ſo neceſſary, yet a Sum not excecding 1800 4. 
may be beyond any due Proportion, when compared with 
the Rents of Edinburgh :---- That no Man could expect. 
the Legiſlature would impoſe a Sum certain, without any 
Affirmation or Evidence as to the Extent of the Subject ac- 
cording to which it was tobe railted.” oe 
Wein general admit the Juſtice of the Obſervation; but ne- 
ver once intended to apply to the Legiflature, without exhibi- 
ting, on proper Evidence, the total Valuation of Edinburgh; 
whence it would plainly have been made appear, that what we 
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aimed at was no heavy Burden; we did not chuſe to apply for | 
ſo much per Ceut. as a fixed Rate, becaule we hope, in Time, | 

much leis may anſwer, than is at prclent neceſlary ; and, in | 
the Nature of the Thing, there can be no Difference betwixt | 
a Power to levy a Sum not exceeding 1800 /. payable in Pro- þ 
portion to the valued Rents, and a Power to leyy a Rate, il 
not exceeding ſo much per Cent. as will aniwer to that Sun. F 
Iz is true, Length of Time might make a Difference, was the I 
Town to be improved by new Buildings; the fixing on a Sun il 

certain would have this Advantage, that thereby cach Man', | 
Proportion would be diminiſhed ; and on the other Baud, 


ſhould a Part of it fall waſte, it would have the Incononienes 
of raiſing the Shares upon the Remainder, for making 200d 


that Deficiency. ' But ro ſecure the Advantage of the one, 1 
and guard againſt the Inconyeniency of the other, tac Coun- | 
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1 
cil declare, nothing will be e ee to them, if it ſeem 
meet to the Legiſlature, than a provſo in any Act to be ob- 
tained, that the Poors- rate ſhall neither exceed 18004. nor 
ſo much per Cent. in Proportion to the preſent valued Rents, 
as Will anſwer that Sum. N 
Nay further, as the General Seſſions and Merchant Com- 


pany have approved of the Scheme, with the Proviſions, that 


it ſhould be disburdened of the 1004. for Maintainance of Cri- 
minals in the new Houle of Correction, and the 504. for 
collecting, all Incidents included, that fo the whole Sums 
levied might be applied for the Maintenance and Employment 
of the Poor, and the Rate limited not to exceed 7 J. per Cent. 

cn the valued Rents; the Council, having nothing in 


View but the Intereſt of the Community, will be ſo far from 
oppoſing theſe Limitations, that they will lay them before 


the Committce of the Hon. Houle of Commons, to whoſe 
Conſideration their Petition for a Poors-rate was committed. 
And further, an honourable Society having reprelented their 


Opinion, that the Scheme may be atttended with Difficul- 


tics, and that the Eſtabliſhment of a Poors-tate is a new 
Method of providing for them, in this Part of the United 
Kingdom, the Council will not be averſe to have the Law e- 


ſtabliſhed for the Term of five or ſeven Years, and to the End 
of the next enſuing Seſſion of Parliament, in which Time, it 


is hoped, Experience will remove every Scruple, and clearly 


evince the great Advantages of ſo equal and ealy, as well as 


certain Proviſion for the Maintenance and Support of the 
Poor in the Charity Work-houle., 5 


But ſay the Commitee, under Pretence of a diſintereſted 


Regard to the Publick Good, ** Here is a Scheme by which 


«6 


= 


«6 


pay below 3 /. Ster l. of yearly Rent.----If the Number of 
Houſholders in this Clauſe was ſmall, there would be little 


Matter 


every Man poſſeſſing a Houſe in Town is to become liable 
in a Tax according tothe Rent of that Houle, as aſſeſſed 
by Mea named by the Town Council, and theſe Aſſeſſors 
are to have Powers to free any of the Houſholders who 
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885 © Iu. 
Matter in this as to any Ptpol or View ; but when one 
comes to ſee, or be informed, that the Number is above 
30co, (the Committee reckon it to be 3370, bur chute to 
be within Bounds) he muſt ſtand aghaſt at the Scheme ot 
Power and Influence projected under the ſpecious Pre- 
tence of diſintereſted Regard to the Publick Good. The 
Luſt of Power, and Deſire of Dominion, is as ſtrong a Paj- 
ſion in ſome Men, as the Love of Moncy is in oikets, Ge. 
For, if but one Half of theſe 3000 Houtholders arc Mani 
bers of the incorporated Bodies, having Reprelenratives 
in Council, (which appears to the Committee to be a mo- 
«+ derate Suppoſition) the Leaders in the Council muſt al- 
*++ ways be ſure of carry ing the Elections of thoſe Reprelen- 
** rativcs as they pleale, ſince the poor Houſholders muſt 
dance to the Tune of the Publick Good, as ict by thele 
Leaders, orbetaxed, Sc.“ VF 

We are ſorry any of the Citizens of Ediuburgb could 
frame to themſelves ſuch frightful Ideas, or entertain fo con- 
temptible an Opinion of the incorporated Trades. What 
an Image muſt this convey to Strangers! 1500 Members 
of the Incorporations of Edinburgh, led ina String as Galley 


66 
cs 
cc 


cc 


Slaves, under the irreſiſtable Influence of paying annually, 
for the Uſe of the Poor, the areadful Impoſition of between 
three or four Shillings, if they did not dance to the Tune of 


the Publick Good, and pay an abſolute Obedience to their 


awful Leaders! But, alas! where are theſe 1500 to be found? 
It would puzle the Committee to multer up the third of the 


Number out of the incorporated Bodies of this City, and of 


theſe not a fifth will be found in ſuch conteinptible Circum- 


ſtances; and, we hope, not a ſingle Man fo degenerate as to 
betray his Truſt, for Half a Week's Pay of the lowctt of his 
Journeymen. Beſides, it is not inthe Power of the Aſſeſſors 


to exeem a ſingle Perion carrying on any Buſineſs.---- How 
then can the Committee find a Colour for ſuch extravagant 
Concluſions ? Or, have they, in good Earneſt, ever read the 


Propoſals? we charitab!y conccive they have not. By the 
5 + 8 5 original 
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1 
original Plan indeed it was 68 to exeem every one 
whoſe Houtes and Shops were rented under 3 J. but it was 
juſtly thought this was going too far; and therefore this uſe- 
tul Amendment was made, That the Aſſeſſors ſhould be 
allowed ro free any of the Inhabitants, who poſleſs a 

„ Houic below 3 J. Ster. of ycariy Rent, provided ſuch In- 
„ habitants and Poſteſſors of Houſes have no Buſineis, and 
ate in poor Circumſtances Nor did this Improvement 
ot the Scheme come from the Council, but from that honour- 


able Body with whom the Law bas entruſted the Lives and 
Eroper'iies of all the Subzetls of this Part of the united 
Hing de And ſure nothing could be more remote from 


their Intention, than projecting a Scheme of Power and In- 
ſluence, to kcep in Bondage any of the Citizens. But we 88 
tuade ourlelves, on cool Reflection, the Committe wil! 


to the Couucil. . „ 

The Committee, in order to create an Oppoſition to the 
Scheme in all Events, (being aware, that agreeing to a Li- 
mitation, not to exceed lo much per Cent, would be accept- 
able to a great many) have been pleaſed to ſay, That rhe 


(Couucil labour hard in every hae le {crew up the au- 


al Extent of the Rents, in order to make People believe, 
that ſuch a Proportion, which they are pleaſed to think 
ſmall on the whole, will anſwer the Sum neceſſary to be 


raiſed; and they add, this is done even with the Hazard 


ef laying open a continued Series of groſs Partialities 
 tutherto unknown to moſt of the Heretors. And then the 


exhibit a View of the total valued Rent, deducing therefrom 
the whole Houles, without Exception, under 3 J. of real 

Rent, concluding, that uo Man of Subſiance would engage 

20 make good a Sum of 18001. out of a Rate of 10 per 


Cent, leviable from the Occupiers of Houſes of 3 l. ſterl. 
aud upwards. . 


the 


re- 
gret the Indiguity oitcred to the Trades, as well as Indecency 


'The Council are not in the leaſt ſurprized N ith any Reflecti- 
on levelled at them, for this the Committee have aimed ar from 


By a general Rule, the valued Rent is + below the 
real, whence no Houle of 3 J. Sterl. real Rent, can 
be valued quite fo high as 30 J. Scots, and the to- 


the Beginning to the End of their Memorial, and conceive 


the molt proper Anſwer with regard to this Particular, will 
be fairly to exhibit a juſt View of the Valuation of Edin- 
burgh. The Extent of the low rented Houles, that may in 
Terms of the Propoſal be exeemed, and what the Reſult 


will be at the Rate of ſeven per Cent. without giving them 
ſelves the Trouble of following the Committee, who have 
apparently ſet out upon an erroneous Bottom, both by ſup- 


poſing the Houſes under 3 J. of yalued Rent are to be ex- 


_ecmed, and that all of theſe without Exception are to con- 
tribute nothing; but, before ſtating this Calculation, we 
can't help obſerving, that when they talk of 7he Hazard 


of laying open a continued Jeries of groſs Partialities 


hitherto unknown to moſt of the Heretors, they pay but 


a very indifferent Complement to rhe former Stent-Maſters, 
Gentlemen of Character and Efteem, Gentlemen who faith- 


fully performed their Duty, as ſolemnly bound by Oath to 


do, without Partiality or By-views ; but the Humour of Re- 
flection has run ſo high with the Committee, that it ſeems 


theſe Gentlemen were not to eſeape, becauſe nominated by the 
Council, altho' ſome of them are joining in Oppoſition to the 


preſent Scheme, but no Oppoſition of theirs hall ever make 


us detract from their Merit, or prove forgetful of the great 
Services done to the Charity Work-houſe, by their Vigi— 
lance and Care, when entruſted with the Management of its 
Funds, and overſight of the Poor. TT 


The Rent of the whole Houſes in Town, Which . 


were poſſeſs'd as taken up by the Stent-Maſters, 
conform to the Valuation- Books for the Year 1748, 


is preciſely _ 


tal Valuation of Houles under that in Edinburgh, 


is got ful ; 366, 20 


Wo 3 The 
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The taxable Sum remaining is L. 265, 440 
Bur, as it may be juſtly ſuppoſed, that; of the 

Houſes under 30 J. Scots, will fall to be taxed in 
Terms of the Propoſals, 22e ge 
And adding the Valuation of ſuch as were not in 
_ Uſe to be comprehended in the total Valuation, 
but to be ſubjected in time coming, (beſide the Col- 
Jege and Mint) which the Committee by an odd 
Sort of Arithmetick of their own, though fit to 
J EEE 148,90 
Total Subject ro this Tax „„ £: GEO 
Seven per Cent. of which will amount to in 
trerbne OW: 


183, 10 


L. 1740 


Whence it is evident, that lay ing aſide the 100 J. for Main- 

tenance of Criminals in the Houſe of Correction, and 50 J. 

for Collector and Incidents, that 7 per Cent will more than 

anſwer the Sums wanted for ſupport of the Poor, and that 1 
it falls but 60 . ſhort of the whole Sums contained in the . 
Scheme, ſuppoſing theſe two Articles were not to be ſtruck 
off, And by the Way it is well known, that a Gentleman 
of conſiderable Subſtance, and as undoubted Credit as any 

of the Committce, who himſelf was once a Stent-maſter, 

2 Man of Sagaciry and Foreſight, and well acquainted with 
Figures, publickly declared to the Committee of the Mer- 
chant Company, that, if the Rate was made 8 per Cent, 
he would farm it for a conſiderable Number of Years, and 
find Bail to make good 1700 J. per Annum, and that he 
would have a handſome Reverſion for himſelf, after all 
Charges of collecting; and well he might ſay ſo, as appears 
from the above View of the total Valuation and what would 

ariſe on the Taxable Subjects at 7 per Cent. 


Thus, in place of the dreadful Tax at once to ruin the Þ 
Landlords and Inhabitants, it appears that the Poſſeſſor of 
a Houle of 20 J. real Rent would be annually liable for 
no more for himſelf and Family, than the triffling Sum of 
23 Shillings at the utmoſt, in lieu both {of former Taxa- 
tions and Collections for the Poor. z N 
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But ſay the Committee, That, tho the tuo per Cent, 
of which the Poors Houſè is now in Poſſeſſion, as aſſeſſed, 
amounts to 2911. 13. 4. Sterling, yet there never is more. 
than 2601. Mectually levied of it. The Difference ſunk 
being far above 10 per Cent of the Sum aſſeſſed; Whence 


it is inferred, That the like ſhort coming would happen 
over the whole City, which would make it neceſſary to 
la) on fo much per Cent. more than the Sum propoſed, in 


oder to make it effettual, _ 5 | 
But had thele Gentlemen, who imagine they have diſco— 
vered Partialities in the common Aſle{Iments (as to which 


by the Way the Stent-maſters openly bid them Defiance) 
honeſtly own'd what they mult neceſſarily have ſeen by an 


Inſpection of the Books, they would have ſpar'd this Obſere 


vation, ſeeing any. Deficiency of the two per Cent that 


happened, has, in a great Meaſure, been owing to the. 


laying it on ſome publick Offices and Houſes, where, 
by Cuſtom, an Exemption has been pleaded in behalf of 
' Profeſſors of the Univerſity, the Stamp and Exciſe Office, 


and ſuch like; but where in Time coming, no fuch Privilege 


can be pretended, and as to any other Deficiency, it muſt 
likewiſe have appeared clear to them, that there would have 
been no Difficulty in levy ing the ſame to a triffle, had there 
been ſuch Authority for enforcing Payment, as is ſought 
for in the preſent Caſe; Whence, in Terms of the Propoſals, 


50 J. may be deem'd an adequate Sum for making good De- 
ficiencies, ſhould the Scheme take Place. 
From all which, we hope, it appears evident, that there 


was juſt Ground for applying to Parliament for the Eſta- 


bliſhment of a Poors- rate; that doing ſo was quite agree- 


able to the Mind of the original contracting Parties, viz. 
the Town Council and General Seſſions; that the lay ing aſide 
the Collections at the Church Doors, is far from being 


any Breach of the publick Faith, to the original Contribu- 


tors for building the Houle; for nothing could be ſo but ap- 


plying thele Funds to another Uſe; whereas, enacting a Poors- 
Tate in licu of the Collections, is eſtabliſhing a much more 
equal and certain Fund, and ſecuring the Maintenance and 


Man, who is diſintereſted an 


e + He 
Employment of the Poor in the moſt regular Manner, which 
was the great View of the original Contributors; that 
the Propoſals of the Town Council are agreeable to Truth, 
and founded on juſt and equal Calculations; that hardly 
one Fact comes out according to the Affirmations of thoſe 
in the Oppoſition; and had there been any Truth in their 
Obſervations with regard to the Ladies Aflembly, and Mr. 
Horu's Mortification, and ſuch like, the Reſult would have 
been no more but the aſſeſſing ſo much leis upon the Inha- 
bitants.“ 555 „%% RR Res 4 7 
We are ſorry this Memorial has been drawn out to ſo un- 
expected a Length, and yet hope to be excuſed for add- 
ing the three following Oblervations. _ e 
Ino. That we can't help 333 ourſelves, that no 

impartial, can upon cool Re- 


Collection ſuffer himſelf to believe, that the Right Honour- 


able the Lords of Seſſion, the Magiſtrates and Town Coun- 
cil of Edinburgh, the Reverend the Miniſters and General 


EKEirk Seſſions, the Maſter and Merchant Company, who are 


lo deeply intereſted, and muſt bear fo large a Share in any 
legal Proviſion to be made for the Poor, that all of theſe, 
and many other worthy Citizens, equaily firm Friends 
to our Conſtitution, and attach'd to the real Intereſt of 
the City of Edinburgh, would join in a Meaſure to ruin 
the Metropolis of their Country. The Alarm, like a Pan- 
nick, perhaps indeed has terrified Numbers, who in Time 
may be equally ſurprized ar their groundleſs Amazement. 
2 do, If this Meaſure does not take Place, is there not 
_ juſt Ground to fear, that the falutary Inſtitution of the Cha- 
rity Work-houſe, and agreeable Proſpect of regularly main- 
taining the Poor, and training up Multitudes of helpleſs In- 


fuants and Orphans in Virtue and Induſtry, will be in a 


great Meaſure truſtrated. The chief Burden at preſent falls 
on a Part of the Community: The View of an equal Scheme 
may induce many to leſſen their Charity, when their Fel- 
low Citizens, more opulent than themſelves, ſeem inclin'd 
to bear no Part of that Expence, which ought in Equity, and 
EI Os agrecable 


5 33 0 5 1 
agreeable to the Practice of other Nations in Eure pe, to he 
ſupported by all the Members of the Society, in Proportion 
to their real or reputed Wealth, Charity is not only a Chriſti- 
an but a moral Obligation, and, in large Societies, united 
under one Government, the Proviſion of the Poor becomes 
a legal Obligation binding upon all the Members of the Com- 
monwealth ; why then ſhould one Part of this leſſer Corpo- 
ration relicye the other of that legal Obligation, when rhe 
Inequality is made apparent, when the Decay of voluntary 
Donations is viſible, when the Collections are on the De- 
cline, and the Danger at hand of many withdrawing what 
they were in ule to give this Way? Numbers of their Hel- 
low Citigeus coutributiug nothing, when the other Funds, 
excluſive of the two per Cert. are not only in Part precari— 
ous, but rather under chan above the 600 J. mentioned in 
the Propoſals, as mult appear upon Inſpection of the Books; 
may we not flatter ourſelves that the Legiſlator will inter— 
poſe and eſtabliſh a regular Proviſion for the Poor, upon the 
Equitable Plan of each Inhabitant being liable for a Share in 
Proportion to the valued Rent of their Poſſeſſion, and thus 
timeouily prevent the immediate Hazard of the Gdilmiſſing 
from the Charity Work-houle a Part of the Poor, under 
Colour of which, Vagrants, from all Parts of the Kingdom, 
would reſort to this Metropolis. NE 
Laſtly, The Plot of our Opponents, againſt all legal 
Proviſion for the Poor, now artfully turned into the Cry, 
Of dropping the Scheme for ſome Time, naturally brings 
acrols one's Mind many fatal Effects of Faction or popular 
Prejudice. Can our Opponents flatter themſelves with rhe 

Hopes, that any future Magiſtracy would have a partial In- 
dulgence to à certain Part of the Inhabitants ? Or do they 
imagine, their Influence could bring about ſuch a Revoluti- 
on With regard to the Adminiſtrators of the City? Do they 
ſtruggle for Victory or for Juſtice ? Surely not the laſt, for 
Juſtice holds an even Balance. Why then a Bill of Pains and 
Penalties againſt az zual Plan? Or mult it, by a Sort of 
3 | I Dicta- 


Dictatorial Power, be for a Term proferibed ? Haye our Op- 
ponents offered any Thing better? No! they have declined 
all Conference on the Subject. What Advantage then can 
acerue from a Delay? Is the preſent Method of ſupporting 
the Poor equal? by no Means, The total ordinary Collecti- 
ons, from the 1740 and downwards, exceeds * 8859 J. where⸗ 
of the Meeting houſes have not paid 1004. May we not 
preſume then, that he Equality of the Scheme, the Equa- 
lit) of the Scheme, is with many the chief Source of ſuch 

 implacable Reſentment, as to prompt them, without a fair 

Hearing, to condemn it to a temporary Exile? 
Fn 1 fOS, WILLIAMSON, 


The Total ordinary Collections, from the 1740 and. Jown- c 98 „ 
wards; as by the Abſtract, Page 4th, is e 59 OY. 4 
From Meeting hauſes theſe Years (except 1744 and 1746, not 7 +7” a6 8 15 
marked in {aid Abſtract = . 5 8 55 
Ordinary Collections at D, for 1744 k 5 „„ 08-17-23 
— — At ditto for 1746. N 325 e T7 8 
Tota! from Meeting-houſes, 7.98 5-4" 


So in that Period they have not contributed an eightieth Part, nor above 
f 12 5 8 per Annum at a Medium, that is about Eight-pence one Farthing pe: 


diem, as their Share of the ordinary Collections for the Support of the Charity _ 


Work-houſe, containing above 500 poor Perſons, not to mention Out penſiohers, 
er the neceſſary Servants or Officers of the Houle, - 


Follows the PAPERS mentioned in the foregoing MEMORIXL. 


STATE of the Preſent Funds of the 
Crarity Work-novst of the City 
O EDINBURGH ; 


AND 


PR O PO 8 A L S for. applying to the Legiſlature 


for an Act of Parliament, for el ſtabliſhing a more 


equal and certain Fund for the 5 aintenance and 
pport of the Begging Poor, and 99 nſioners 


Supp 
-of the ſaid City. 


| Perſons are maintained; moſt of them einployed! in uſeful La- 


bour, and the Boys and Girls carefully educated, and put out 
to Service, or bound to Manufacturers; and beſides theſe, there 


are many Out-penſioners, who have caſual Supplies waen ſick, 
or laid aſide from Work for a little Time, with others, whoſe 


| needy Circumſtances entitles them to Support, altho' their for- 


mer Rank and Station would make it indecent to lodge them 
under the ſame Roof with the Begging Poor. 


II. From an Inſpection of the Books, it appears, that the Ex- ; 
| pence of this Houſe, at a Medium for the firſt four Years, a- 


mounted to 2800 / Sterling yearly, altho' conducted, in the 


moſt frugal Manner, by the Direction of Ninety-ſix Managers, i 


elected out of all che different Societies in Town, 1 
III. That, in Time coming, the annual Expence, over and 
abnve the Profits of L abour, cannot be com dated at a lower 
Sum than 2200 J. a Near. 5 
OE EE IV. That 


TY HAT, in the large Work-houle erected ſome Years » 
ago upon the charitable Contribution of the Inhabi- 
tants, and other Donations, above Five hundred poor 


i $2, 
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IV. That hs chief Support of the Houſ: aroſe from the Col- 

lections at the Church-doors, which, at a Medium for twenty 

Years preceeding the 1740, amounted to a Trifle above 1200 J. 

a Year : But of late this Fund has greatly decayed, notwith- | 

ſtanding the Benefit of being delivered from the Nuſance and 

Clamour of Ithe Begging Poor, and the F und in itſelf was al- 
ways precarious and uncertain. _ 

V. A Fund, ariſing from Collections 000 in this Faſhion, is 
extremely unequal, ſecing thoſe, who formerly attended Non- 
jurant Meeting-houſes, and others who reſort to no Place of 

5 3 Worſhip, are, in a Manner, totally exeemed. 

VI. The other ordinary Funds for the Poor does not exceed 
600 J. a Year, at a Medium, taking in what of late has ariſen 
from Allotments made to the Poor by the Managers of the 
Ladies Aſſembly, as well as the Funds collected by the Kirk. 
Treaſurer, 

VII. In order to procure a certain | and equal Fund far the 

Maintenance of the Poor, tis propoſed, That the Collections at 
the Church-doors ſhould be laid aſide, and that the Legiſlature 
ſhould impoſe an annual Rate upon the Inhabitants, without 

Piſtinction, not exceeding the Sum of 1800 J. Sterl. a Year, to be 

| levied from the Occupiers or Poſſeſſors of Tenements, Houſes or 

Shops within the Royalty, effeiring to their reſpective valued Rents 


and that without any Exception or Abatement to the Magiſtrates, 


Miniſters, Profeſſors in the Univerſity, Stent-maſters, or any others; 
and ſhould authorize Truſtees for putting the faid Act in Exe- 
cation, with Power to them to name Aſſeſſors for proportion- 
ing, and a Collector for levying the faid annual Rate; and that 
the ſame ſhould be ſubject to no Burden, except to a Sum, not 
exceeding 50 J. for the total Expence of levying the ſaid annual 

| Rate, by way of Collector's Salary, Clerks Fees, Office-Rent, 
and other Incidents, and with a further Sum, not exceeding =; 
100 J. for the Support of Criminals confined, and kept at hard 
Lab ur, in the large Fabrick or Houſe of Correction nc WIy 
erected ; whence it follows, that the Reſidue being 1650 /. 


Joined = 


(1 


joined with the ordinary Revenue, amounting to 600 J. Ster= 


ling, only exceeds the above mentioned Sum of 2200 J. which, 
by the Calcul, has been found the Sum annually neceſſary for 
the Support of the Houſe, in the Trifle of 50 J. for making good 
: Deficiencies ; and further, that the above Rate ſhould be eſta- 


bliſhed with the following Proviſo, That each Inhabitant ſhould 


be ſingly liable for their own Proportion, as annually fixed by 
the Stent-maſters ; and that none ſhould be exeemed from this 


Rate, only the Aſſeſſors ſhould be impowered to free any of 


the Iohabirants, who poſſeſs a Houſe below three Pounds Szerl. 


of yearly Rent, provided ſuch Inhabitants or Poſſeſſors of 


Houſes have no Buſineſs, and are in poor Circumſtances, 


VIII. That the Magiſtrates and Council ſhould be Tru- 


ſtees, with Power to them annually, in the Month of June, to 


elect ſixteen Aſſeſſors or Stent-Maſters for proportioning the 


ſaid annual Rate, conform to the valued Rent of Tenements, 


Houſes, and Shops within the ſaid City and Royalty, and to 
be levied from the ſeveral Inhabitants, except from ſuch whoſe 


_ Houſe Rents do not exceed 3 J. a Year, and are excemed by 


the Aſſeſſors, as having no Buſineſs, and being in poor Circum- 
ſtances; that the Stent-Maſters finiſh their Report, on or be- 
fore the 2oth of Au guſt, that it may be timeouſly put into the 


Collector's Hand for levying the ſaid Rate, by two Terms 
Payments, counting the Year to commence from the 15th of 
May, when Houſes and Shops are commonly ſet or Jett out in 


| Leaſe, and the Payments to be made two Months at leaſt be- 


fore the Elapſe of each half Year; that is, on or before the _ 
15th of September f for the firſt Term's Payment, and the 15th 


of March for the ſecond. 


IX. That the College of juſtice thall be empowered to 


name Seven to meet with the Stent-Maſters, both at ta- 
king up the valued Rents of Houſes and 8 Shops, and at en- 
cloling to Proportion the ſaid annual Rent, whereof two to 


be named by the Lords of Sellion, one by the Barons of 
Exchequer, 
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Exchequer, two by the Faculty of Advocates, and two by 


the Writers to the Signet, and that due Notice be Wer. 
given, by an Advertiſement on the Walls of the Inner Par- 
ſiament Houſe, and Court of Exchequer, torty- eight Hours 
both before the Stent-Maſters begin to take up the valued 
Rents, and before they begin to proportion the ſaid annual 


Nate, 


X. That the annual Rate may be levied in the like ſumma- 
ry Manner as his Majefl y': s Ceſs; that no Court of Law ſhall 


have Power to ſtop or ſulge end the ſame; and the Collector, ten 
Days after cach Term s Payment becomes due, empowered to 
levy the ſame by Manner Diſtteſs and Sale of Goods, in vir-. 
tue of a Warrant from © any o the Magiſtrates, for ſatisfying 
each Perſon's Deficiency, and Expence of Sale. 


XI. That the Magiſtrates and Council, as Truſtees, have 


P ower, in June, annually to elect a Collector, and allow him, 
by way of Salary, for himſelf and Clerk, Office Rent, Books, 


and other Incidents, a Sum yearly, not exceeding 50 / bh 


always, before being admitted 1nto the ey finding Caution 


for his faithful Management to the Extent. of 1800 J. Sterl. 
and his Bond of Caution to be apnualy renewed, That, at 
the Sight of the Magiſtrates, the e Collector Mall pay to the 
1 of the C harity Work-houte, his whole Term's Col- 
lections, except. his own Sallary then due, each Term as fol- 
los; the firſt, on or before the laſt Day of September, and 
the ennd, on or before the laſt Day of March. 


XII. = & ae the other Burden, not exceeding 100 / to which 


| the annual Rate is ſubjected for the Support Gf G ſhall 
be iſſued termly by the Managers of the Charity Work houſe 
from their Treaſurer, in the Months of September and March, 
upon Application to the Mag giſtrates, v. hols. Judgment what 
Part of that Sum is neceſtary Mail be the Rule from time to 
time to the Mans gers. 3 


XIII. That: 


3 


XIII. That, from and after the Commencement of this AQ. 


all former Taxations, or other Burdens on Houſes, within the 
City and Royalty for the Maintenance of the Poor, ſhall ceaſe 
and determine, as alſo the Collections at the Church. doors 
ſhall ceaſe and determine from and after the Time the fir{: 
Term's Payment becomes due in virtue of this Act; but that, 
notwithſtanding, upon extraordinary Occaſions, ſuch as great 
Loſs ſuſtained by Fire, or uncommon Dearch, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the Magiſtrates and Council, provided the 
fame be approved of by the Lords of Seſſion, to appoint a. Col- 


lection at the Church Doors, to be applied allenarly to the 0 


Purpoſes expreſt in their Act; as alſo, fo often as the ſame 
ſhall be authoriſed by a Brief iſſued out of his Majeſty's 

Chancery, Collections at the Church-doors may be lawtully 

: Wade. - = - 
IV. The Managers of the Charity Work. houſe ſhould _ 
be annually appointed to take up an Eſtimate to be laid be- 
fore the Magiſtrates, the ſecond Monday of Fune, of what 
Sums ſhall appear neceſſary for anſwering the Intention of 
this AR, for the then current Year to run, from the I Sth of 


May preceding. 


XV. That the ſaid Eftimate, made by the Managen of the 
Charity Work-houſe, ſhall be laid before an extraordinary Com- 
mittee of Thirteen Perſons, (whereof Two to be elected by the 

Magiſtrates, Two by the Managers of the Charity Work- * 

Three by the Lords of Seſſion, Two by the Barons of Exche- 
quer, Two by the Faculty of Advocates, and Two by the Wri- 

ters to the Signet, of which Committee Seven ſhall be a Quorum) 
and whatever the Majority of the ſaid Committee, or their Quo- 

rum, ſhall judge a proper annual Rate for the then current „ 
not exceeding the foreſaid Sum of 1800 J. ſhall be entered into 

2 Book kept for that Purpoſe, and be ſigned by ſuch Preſes as 
they ſhall elect; an Extract whereof ſhall be the Rule to the 
Aſſeſſors or Stent-maſters for proportioning the annual Rate to 
5 be levied for the Service of the then current Nen. 
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XVI. That the ſaid extraordinary Committee ſhall be elected 


in June, annually, on or before the ſecond Monday of that 


Month, and ſhall be authoriſed and appointed to meet in the 


Council- houſe, at Three o'Clock in the Afternoon, on the zd 


Monday of June, yearly, in order, after examining the Eftimgte 


made up by the Managers of the Charity Work-houſe, to fix 


the annual Rate for the Year current; with this Provifo, that, 


in caſe the ſaid Committee, or Quorum thereof, do not conveen 
at theTime and Place above mentioned, that the Eſtimate, or an- 


nual Rate, made up by the Managers of the Charity Work houſe, 


not exceeding the Sum of 1800 J. as aforeſaid, (hall be the Rule 
to the Aſſeſſors or Stent-maſters for the Year then current. And 
the Magiſtrates and Council are to cauſe record, in a Book to be 


kept for that Purpoſe, the annual Rate of each current Year, 
and furniſh the Aſſeſſors with an Extract therefrom, under the 


land of the City Clerk, on or before the Day they conveen ; 


which Extract ſhall be ſuflicient Authority to the Aſſeſſors or 
Stent-maſters, for proportioning the aid annual Rate, upon the 5 
Inhabitants liable i in Payment thereof, Fs 


XVII. To complete the falutary Intention of this Act, it is 
propoſed, that the Poor of the Pariſhes of the Canongate, South 


and North Leith, and St. Cuthbert's, ſhould be aſſumed into 
the Charity Work-houſe, upon Application from theſe Pariſhes. 


XVIII. To gain that End, it is propoſed, that there ſhould 


be a Clauſe in the Act, authoriſing Truſtees to tranſact and a- 
gree with the Magiſtrates and Council of Edinburgh for ſuch 
Sums as ſhall be deemed reaſonable, for aſſuming their reſpec- 
tive Poor; and that their Agreement, if approved of by a gene- 
mal Meeting of the Managers of the Poors-houſe, called for that 
- Purpoſe, ſhould be deemed ſufficient for compleating the Trant- 


action. 


XIX. That the two Magiſtrates and Treaſurer of the Canon- 


gate, with four Perſons elected by the Kirk Seſſion, and fix cho- 
ſen by the Proprietors of Houſes, upon a Meeting previouſly 
called for that purpoſe, * an | Tatimation from the Pulpit, 


de 12 


E n 


ten free Days before ſuch Meeting, ſhould be Traftees for 


the Pariſh of the Canongate, 
XX. That in like manner, the two Baillies of South Leith, 


"Four Choſen by the Kirk Seſſion, and ſix by the Proprietors of 


Houſes, at a Mecting, after Intimation as aforeſai d, mould be 
Truſtees for the Pariſh of South Leith. 


XXI. That the Baillie of North Leith, four choſen by the 


Kirk Seſſion, four by the Proprietors of Houſes: at a Meeting 
called for that Purpoſe, by Intimation from the Pulpit as above 


mentioned, together with ſuch of the Landward Heretors, 
whoſe valued Rents amount to 100 J. Scors or upwards, thould 


be Truſtees for the Pariſh of North Leith. 


XXII. That the two Baillies of Potter-row and Por sburgh, 5 
fix Perſons elected by the Kirk Seſlion, together with ſuch. "of 
the Landward Heretors, whoſe valued Rents amount to 200 J. 
S:ots or upwards, mould be Truſtecs for the Pariſh of vt. 


Cutbbert's, 
it., That the Truſtees of the ſaid Pariſhes be ſummon- 
ed to all publick Meetings, to be by them held, from the Pul- 


pits, ten Days before ſuch Meeting, by Authority of their reſ- 
pective Baillies and Kirk Seſſions, and have a Power to ad- | 


journ themſelves from time to time, and the Bullies autho- 


riſed to call any Meeting that may be deemed neceſſary upon 


incidental Occaſions, and that the Majority of the Truſtees 


meeting ſhall be a Quorum for the Pariſhes of Canongate, 
South and North Leith and S:. Cuthbert's, with this Pr viſa, 


That the Heretors of St. Cuthber ts, when c: called together in or- 


der to deliberate whether they chuſe to accede to the Scheme, 
ſhall wy only be ſummoned edictally from the Pulpit oa Day 
certain, but thatno leſs than Nine Heretors ih: all be preſent 
in order to make a Quorum for treating aud TOMracyog. tor 


Maintenance of their Poor. 


XXIV. That the Truſtees for the Caids Pariſhes Gould not 5 
nal be authoriſed and impowered t to traulact and agree, a- 


nent 
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nent aſſuming their Poor into the ſaid Charity Work-houſe; 
but alſo to concert and put in Execution proper Meaſures for 
levying the Sums neceſſary for their Maintenance and Em- 
ployment, and proportioning the ſame among the Heretors, 
Liferenters, Tenants and Occupiers of Lands and Tenements, 
Houſes or Shops in the ſaids Pariſhes, with Power to name 
Aſſeſſors for that Purpoſe, and chuſe their own Collector, and 
appoint ſuch Sallaries as they ſhould judge reaſoneble, not ex- 
ceeding 20 J. a Year, for each of the ſaids Pariſhes, all Inci- 
dents for Clerks, writing, and Books, included. 

XXV. That whatever Agreement the ſaids Truſtees or Quo- 
5 aim reſpeRvely ſhould make, in order to the aſſuming their 
Poor into the ſaid Charity Work- houſe, ſhould, by Act of Par- 

liament, be made binding upon the reſpeCtive Pariſhes in all 
Time coming. 
XXVI. That the Magiſtrates and Baillies of the {aids Pari- 
ſhes ſhould be Truſtees, ex officio, thoſe from the Kirk Sef- 
fions annually elected on the ſecond Menday of June, and 
| thoſe choſen by the Proprietors of Houſes or Lands to be con- 
tinued for ſeven Tears, from the Date of their Election, on 


Account of the great Difficulty of bringing ſuch great Num- . 


bers together, and interim Vacancies by Death, or being denud- 

ed of the Property of their Houſes or Lands, to be ſupplyed by 
the ſurviving Truſtees (named by the Proprietors of Houſes and 
Lands in the faid Pariſh) their electing, out of their reſpective 
— Perſons tor ſupplying the faid interim Vacancies, Ls 


ADDRESS 


- WT” 
ADDRESS to the COUNCI1L, by the Gentle- 


men Subſcribers for themlelves, and as a Commit- 


tee from ſeveral Heretors and Houſeholders, from 


whom they never produced any Commiſſion. 


My Lord Provoſt, and Gentlemen of the Council, 

YE wait upon you a ſecond I ime, as a Committee appoint- 
N ed by a very great Number of reputable and ſubſtantial 
Heretors and Houſcholders of this City, who nave ſigned Pe- 


titions to Parliament, upon the Subject of t'.> Propoſals you 
ſent to London, for getting a Tax for tue Poor eſtabliſhed 


in the City; and, in their Names and our own, requeſt, that 
you would ſuperſede, or give over the inſiſting on the ſaid Pro- 


ject, or the Petition you cauſed preſent to the Honourable Houſe = 
of Commons, relative to it, on the 7th inſtant, for this Seſſion of 
Parliament, for the many good Reaſons heretoforee aſſigned, 

to enforce your Compliance with the ſaid Requeſt. As we have 


the expreſs Concurrence of ſeverals of the Corporations of this 


City, in their corporate Capacity, and of the whole Body of 
the Faculty of Advocates, in this Deſire of Delay, for mature 
| Deliberation on an Affair of ſo great Importance, we hope 


vou will hefitate no more on the Matter, but directly paſs an 


Act of Council, agreeing, that your foreſaid Petition, preſented 
to the Houſe of Commons the 7th inſtant, be withdrawn, and that 


the Honourable Committee, to whoſe Conſideration it ſtands 


referred, be diſcharged from all Proceedings thereon, and au- 


thoriſing and deſiring the City's Member of Parliament forth- 


with to move the Houſe for Leave to withdraw the ſaid Petiti- 
on, and, upon Leave obtained, to withdraw it accordingly, or 
otherways proceed in the ſaid Mattter, agrecably to the Forms 
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and Uſage of Parliament, fo as 
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the Heretors and Houſcholders 
may be aſſured, that no Proceedings are to be had on faid Petition, 


thisSeſlion of Parliament. We ſay, we hope you will directly pats 
an Act of Council, in theſe Terms (which we preſume to lay 
down, as conceiving them to be neceſlary for the Satisfaction 


and Safety of our Conſtituents and ourſelves) and deliver to us 
an Extract thereof under the Hand of one of the City Clerks. 


We wait the Call of the Council, in caſe it chuſes to call us, at 
the Britiſh Coffee-houſe, but cannot vary or depart from our 
Inſtructions from our Conſtituents, which are to inſiſt on the 


Requeſt aforeſaid in terminis; and, if it be not complied with 
immediately, to ſend off their Petitions to Parliament, with 


which we are intruſted for that End. We are, 


My Lord, and Gentlemen, 
Nur moſt bumble Servants, 


Feb. 1748-9. „ Sh „„ 
AND. CHALMER. 
GO, 
JAMES FARQUHAR. 

JO. KENNEDY. 

ARCH. SHIEELS.- 
CHA. BRUCE... 
PAT. CRICH TON. 

ALEX. BROWN. 
JA. ARMOUR. © 


Addreſſed, To the Right Honourable the Lord Provoſt, and the 


Honourable Magiſtrates, and other Members of Council 
«pop e eea 


RETURN 


„ 


R ET U RN made to the Requeſt of nine GENTLE- 
MEN, who applied to the COUNCIL, in their 
own Name: and as a Committee of a numerous 
Meeting of the Inhabitants, ſaid to have ſigned 
A Petition to the Honourable Honſe of Commons, 
to be tranſmitted, in caſe the COUNCIL's PETI- 
TION, for eſtabliſhing a Poors-rate in this oy, 
was not inſtantly withdrawn, 


G entlemen, 


THE Council had your Requeſt laid before as 7 but 


however much diſpoſed, as far as poſſible, to fatisty the 
Inhabitants, and remove their Scruples againſt a Scheme calcu- 
late for the Support and Employment of the Poor, upon a 
Plan appearing moſt equal and juſt ; yet, as no Flan can 
be propoſed, but what may be thought liable to ſome Ojecti- 
on or Oppoſition, the Council did not think it their Duty in- 
ſtantly to withdraw their Petition preſented to the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, but reſolved to adviſe with the Lords of 
Seſſion, and others who approved of the Scheme, and in the 


mean time to inſtru their City Member to ſtay further Pro- 


cedure, till ſuch Inftrutions were tranſmitted to him, as 
was made known to you at preſenting your Application to the 

Council. 

The peremptory Sale of your Requeſt, the Magiſtrates ca can 


cee.aſily overlook, being perſuaded, that, upon cool Recollection, 


you will be of Opinion, that a decent Application from che In- 
habitants 3 is by far the moſt becoming. 9 0 
The 


XIi 5 

The Magiſtrates have. authoril- Ache Lord Provoſt - to ac- 
quaint you, that, (after a Conference with a Committee of 
the Lords of Seſſion, who had all that has hitherto paſſed fairly 
laid before them) they are ſtill of Opinion, that it is by no 
Means proper juſt now to withdraw the Council's Petition, bur 
that you ſhall be appriſed before any Inſtructions for proceed- 
ing upon it be tranſmitted to the City Member; and, in the 
mean tine, it is expected, that you will lay before the Coun- 
cil, any Thing that occurs to you as proper Improvements up- 
on the Scheme; you may be aſſured, that the Council will pay 
a juſt Regard to any uſeful Hint that may be ſuggeſted to 
them by any of the Inhabitants, before coming to a final Re- 
ſolution, when, and in what Manner they are to proceed, that 
the ſalutary Purpoſes for providing the Poor, and employing 


them in uſeful Labour, may be attained upon the moſt advan- 


tageous and equal Terms for this City and Community. 


Edinburgh, 2819 
Februa:y 1749. 


ARC H. MACAULAY Prov oft. 


RETURN to the RFPORT of the DAN HR Fa- 


CULTY of Advocates, relative to the Scheme for 
eſtabliſhing A Poors-Rate | in this City. 


THE Council having had laid 14550 chem a Report from 
the Dean and Faculty of Advocates, repreſenting, that it 


uvaas the Opinion of a great Majority of that Body, that it was 
improper, at this Lime, to apply to Parliament far eltabliſhing 


an annual Rate, for the Maintenance and Employment of the 

Poor, both becaule the Propoſals made by the Council appeared 
attended with Difficulties, and becauſe uch a Mcthod of mak- 
ing Proviſion for the Poor was altogether new, in this Part of 
the united Kingdom ; but that they would be always ready to 
join in any Meaſure, that, upon mature Deliberation, ſhall ap- 
pear to then noceliary and projet for the Support of the Poor 


in 


= (xi 

in the charity Workhouk: the NMogiltrates authorized the 
Lord Provoſt” to ſignify to the Dean the great Eſteem they 
have for that numerous and learned Body, who have borh 

pleaſed, in fo polite a Manner, to repreſent their Sentiments up- 
on this Head, that the Council has not yct come to any final 
Reſolution, and will, in determining themſelves, have a very 
great Regard to the Opinion cf the 5 aculty, to whom they re- 
turn their hearty Thanks, for ſignifying their Inclination, in 
caſe the preſent Scheme ſhall be dropt, to give their Concur- 
rence in any proper Meaſure, that may hereafter be diviſed, for 
ſupporting and maintaining the Poor in the Charity W ork- 
houſe ; and, in caſe it ſhall be determined to proceed any fur- 
ther this Seſſion of Parliament, the Magiſtrates will be ſure to 
acquaint the Dean of their Reſolution, immediately after the 


lame ſhall be taken, 
| ARCH. NI. AULAY Provoſt. 


ADDRESS ro hs Saul from a Committe of the 
Clerks to the SI NET. 


25 the Right Hon. the Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and Town- 
©. Council of Edinburgh. 

7 E the Perſons hereto ſigning, being appointed by the 
: | Clerks to the Signet, at a general Meeting of this. Day's 
Tate a Committee to wait upon you, and to acquaint you, 
That it is the Opinion of that Socicty, that the Petition pre- 
ſently depending in Parliament, for Leave to bring in a Bill, im- 
poſing upon the City of Edinburgh a Tax for maintaining the 
Poor, ſhould be withdrawn; and they declared, that, if the Bill 
ſhall be inſiſted upon in this Seſſion of Parliament, that they, 
the Society, will concur in oppoling it by all lawful Means ; 
therefore we, in Conſequence of faid Reſolution, deſire you 
the Magiſtrates and Town Council to cauſe withdraw the fal“ 
Petition, and to give us your Anſwer againſt Twelve o'Cloc:. 


at Noon To-m mOIToW ; in Witneſs whereof, we have fiened 
d thele 


| = 6 2 
theſe Preſents, at Edinburgh, the nnn. Day of Fe- 
bruary One thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-nine Years. 


JOHN M-FARLANE. 
Jo. MGOUAN. 
| JAMES ARMOUR. 


RETURN 67 the Lord Prora and Magiſtrates to 
the Letter addreſſed to the Town Council, ſigned 
by Meſſieurs JoHN M*<FARLANE, JOHN ] i*Gou- 
AN, and Jams ARMOUR, as a Committee of 
: the Clerks to the 8 SIGNET, 


HE Magiſtrates having deliberate upon the above-menti- 
oned Letter, ſignifying it to be the Opinion of the 
Clerks to the Signet, That the Petition preſently depending in 
Parliament, for Leave to bring in a Bill eſtabliſhing a Poors- 


. Rate in this City, ſhould be withdrawn, and declaring, that the 


Society is diſpoſed, if the Bill ſhall be inſiſted upon this Seſſion - 
of Parliament, to concur in oppoſing it by all lawful Means, 
and deſiring the Council's Anſwer by 'To-morrow at Noon, 
the Magiſtrates authorized the Lord Provoſt to ſignify to the 
_ Committee of the Clerks to the Signet, that the Council had 
delayed further Conſideration of that Affair for ſome "Time ; 
that the Council was ſenſible of the Socicty's generous Diſ- 
_ poſition towards the ſupporting of the Poor and the Charity 
Work-houſe, and hoped ſuch Meaſures ſhould be fallen upon, 
as would, upon mature Deliberation, appear to be equal and 
uſt; but the Council had not yet come to any final Reſoluti- 
on with regard to the Bill preſently depending; but aſſure the 
Society, that their Keeper or Committee ſhould be apprized of- 
the Council's Determination, ſo ſoon as the ſame ſhould be ta- 
Een, and, in the mean time, that they will pay all due Re- 
gard to any Amendments or Improvements upon the Propo- 


ſals 


1 Be 
fals by the Magiſtrates, that ſhall be offerred by ſo intelligent 
and rcipeatul a Society. i 1 SR 

„„ ARCH. MEAULAY Provoſt. 
27th Feb. 1 
1749. 


The Reſult of which Returns by the Magiſtrates were, 
that the Faculty of Advocates would not ſtate themſelves as 
Parties in Oppoſition to the Town, apprehending they had 
done what was incumbent upon them, by ſignifying their Opi- 
nion. The Clerks to the Signet, as was reported without Doors, 
agreed to oppoſe the Meaſure, and authorized their Treaſurer 
to iſſue a Sum out of their Poors Box, not excceding 200 J. to 
be laid out in oppoſing the Eſtabliſhment of a Poors-Rate in 
the City of Edinburgh. And the Gentlemen, acting as a Com- 
mittee of a Meeting of the Landlords and Houſcholders, figni- 


ſied, by a Letter to the Lord Provoſt, dated the 1/} March, that 


their Commiſſion went no further than to make the Requeſt 
which they made to the Council on the 24th of February; 
that as the Council had not complied, nor given Aſſurances 
that II is to comply with that Requeſt, they had no Inclination 
to trouble the Council more upon that Subject, but would pro- 
ceed to the Execution of the other Part of their "I ruſt, if the 
Requeſt foreſaid was not complied with, in Terms, before Sa- 
turday next, and concluding, that they had no Data nor Time 
for offering any Thing particular on the Subject, and that the 
Council needed not expect any Ching of that Kind from them 
at this Lime. 5 55 N 


REPORT 


{ wi ) 


R F. P © RT of the Gener: al Kirk Saflions 2 Eline 
Hur p, anent the Eſtabliſhment by Law of a Fund 
for the Maintenance and Employment ol the 


Poor. 
Edinburgh, 21ſt Feb. 1749. 


HE General Seſſions being met and ae d by Prayer, 

Mr. Metihiſon was choſen Moderator, and the Executi- 
ons 6 the feveral Members being ſummoned were returned 
and found regular; the Moderator acquainted the Meeting, that 
they were called to CONLIGET of the Fropoſals drawn up by the 
Honourable Magiſtrates and 5; own-Council of tf Edinburgh with. 
the unanimous Advice and Conſent of the Lords of Seſſion, for 
a Poors Rate to be laid on Houtes and Shops within the City 
and Liberties, in Proportion to the valucd Rent, in place of 


the Collections at the Church-doors. 


neral Seſſions for the Maintenance of the Poor, and a Scheme 
being laid before them, ſhewing, that 7 per Cent. of the valued 
Rents of Houſes and Shops w ould be ſufficient to raiſe the Sum 


neceſſary for that Purpoſe, they, after reaſoning at great Length 


5 


on every Thing relative to the Subject, were all of Opinion, 
(c Elders excepted, who voted againſt it, and five Elders or 


Deacons who declined giving any Opinion) that a Poors Rate 


was far preterable, and would eſtabliſh a more equal and cer- 


tain Fund for the Support of the ſaid Houſe, than the Col- 


lections at the Church-doors ; and with the fame Unanimity, 


they approved of the foreſaid Plan or Propolals, drawn up by 


the Magiſtrates, with the following Variations. 


Firſt, That the Rate to be levied on Houles and Shops ſhould : 


be limited to a Sum not excceding 7 per Cent. of the valued 


Rent, including the 2 per Cent. with which they are juſt now 


taxed, in Name of Poors Money. 


2d, That 


The Mecting approved 


of their being called; and havi3 12 cauſed read theſe Propoſals, 
and the or iginal Contract betwixt the Magiſtrates and the Ge- 


N 
2 
F 
+4 
2 
* 


a 

ut That the 100 J. propoſed for the Support of Criminals 
. confined, and kept at hard Labour in the large Fabrick or 

Houſe of Correction newly erected, ſhould not be conſidered 
as any Burden on this Fund. 
| 34, That the Sum propoſed to be allowed, as the Exp. nce of 
levying the foreſaid Poors Rate, ſhould be left out of the Plan. 
Ihe Meeting appoint the Moderator, Principal Miſbant, 
Profeſſor Cuming, Meflrs. Glen, Webſter and Carmichael; Pro- 
voſt Osburn and Mr. Boyes, as a Committee, to wait on the Me- 


giiſtrates and Council, and to lodge with them an Extract of this 


Minute, and return them the ſincere Thanks of the Meeting, 
for their Care and Diligence in the preſent Affair, ſo intereſting 


to the Good of the Place, and ſo neceſſary for the Relief of 
the Poor and N _ Extracied by 


JA. CRAIG S Clk. 


R E POR T of the Committee of the Merchait 
Company, approved of by a great Majority at 


their General Meeting, held on Fn FR. Day 8 


of February 749 · 


T H E Committee, appointed by the General Meeting af 


the Company of Merchants of the City of Edinburgh, by: 


their Minute of Sederunt, dated 17th February inſtant, to con- 
{ider the Propoſals, laid before the General Meeting, for apply- 
ing to the Legiſlator for an Act of Parliament, eltabliſhing a 
| more equal and certain Fund for the Maintenance of the begg- 


ing Poor and Out-penſioners of the ſaid City, having according- 
ly met, and taken the ſaid Propoſals under Confideration,wecall- 
cd forMr. Fames Stirling Treaſurer to the Poor's Houſe, and be- 


ing informed by himof the Facts we wanted to know, and having 
examined his Books and States, from which the Mediums in 


the ſecond, third, fourth, and ſixth Articles of the Propoſals are 


computed, we are fully ſatisfied thc lame are juſt and fair, and, 
e from 


XVIII d] 


from what we have ſeen, they ſeem to have been made up 
without any By-view, and from the proper Evidence, only we 
_ obſerve ſome additional Buildings and Repairs for the ert four 
Years are included in the 2509 /. mentioned in the fecond Ar- 


ticle, and the Sum of 600 . mentioned in the ſixth Article, is 
_ exclutive of the two per Cent, Poor 5 Money, now propoſed o 
be taken away. 


The Committees re of Option, That tho it is Provided by 


the foventh Article of the Propoſals, that the Sum to be impo- 
ied by an annual Rate upon the Inhabitants without Diſtincti- 


oy, ſhell not exceed 1800 J. Sterling, yet that the ſame may 
he reſtr ited to 1650 J. to be levied as therein- mentioned, and 
the Sum not exc ecding 50 J. for levying the ſaid annual Rate, 


as the Collector's s Salary, Sc. and the further Sum of 100 J. 
for the Support of Criminals conſinedꝭ in the Houſe of Correc- 
tion, be both left out of the Scheme. 

Tho' it is propoſed, that Power ſhall be given for raiſing a 


Som not exceeding 16 50 l. for the Pur poſes above- mentioned, 
yet it ſhall be prov ided in the AR, that it ſhall not be law ful 
tor the Truſtees, Stent-maſters or others, to charge or levy a. 


ny Sum, notwitkſtanding any Thing in the Act contain d, above 


ſeven per Cent. of the valued Rent of any of the Heretors or 


Inhabitants for their Poſſeſions liable in Payment thereof. 


The Committce have not fixed loofly on this Rate, but, af- 


ter looking into the total Valuation of the City, informing 


themſelves from the Stent-maſters, who are of the Committee, 
and others well acquainted with that Affair, they are of Opi- 
nion, the above Rate will fully anſwer the Sum propoſed to be 
| levied, and hope from this, that the Members of the Compa- 
ny, who have not taken the ſame Pains to inform themſelves, 
will be reconciled with the Meaſure, when they ſee the good Pur- 
poſes propoſed by the Bill attained, and that at a more mode- 
rate Rate than they had figured out to themſclves, and that 


each Inhabitant hall be bable in ſingle Payment for their Pro- 
| portion, as annually fixed by the Stent-maſters. 


In 
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In order to have the above Sum levied free of C harge, it is 
propoſed, that the Collector of the Ceſs for the City ſhall alto 
appointed Collector for the Poor's Rates, and ſhall execute 
the ſame on the Terms and Conditions as mentioned in the 


Propofals, (the Salary out of this Fund execpted) and that the 
Magiſtrates and Council be appointed to fatisfy chat Officer 


the whole Sum to be collected for the Maintenance of the Poor 


will, in that Caſe, be entirely applied for their Service, 


That the Magiſtrates, who are to be Truſtees for executing 


this Law, ſhall be obliged, during the Continuance thereo!. 
to keep the Inhabitants of the City from being moleſted with 


the begging Poor upon the Streets, or at their Houſes. 
Ia the Aſſeſſors, or Stent-maſters, appointed by the Magi- 


ftrates for proportioning the King's Ceſs, ſhall alſo be appoint- 
ed for proportioning the Poor's Rates. 


The Committee are of Opinion, that the Stent- maſters ſhould 
charge the whole Inhabitants, within their reſpective Bounds, 


with the Poor's Rate, and that at firſt they ſhould only diftin- 
ouiſh, by entering on an inner Column, or any other Way that 


may appear more proper to them, the Names of ſuch who pol- 
ſeſs Houles below 30 J. Scots of Valuation, and are in poor Cir- 


cumſtances, and that the Stent-maſters report ſuch from their 


reſpective Bounds to the whole Number, and the Committee 


to be joined with them, when the Exemptions Propoſed ſhall 
be jag rio and either allowed or diſallowed. 


The Committee are of Opinion, That the Terms fixed by 


the eleventh Propoſal for the Collector's finiſhing his Collecti- 
on, and paying over the Money to the Treaſurer of the Chari- 


ty Work-houſe are too ſhort, and that the Terms ſhould rather 
be the firſt of November and the firſt of May. 


The Committee are alſo of Opinion, That the Inhabitants 


ol the College and Mint ought to be lubjeted to the Poor s 
. 


The Committee 1 read over and n the A 1 


propoſed to be entered into with the ſeveral Pariſhes in the 


Neighbqur- | 


2 


4 
Neig hbourhood, and are of 0 inion, het it would dend g 
ly Dn the Conveniency of the Inhabitants of this City, md ts to 
the Advantage of the other Parties, to have theſe Propoſals, as 
ſoon as the Act ſhall paſs, carried into Execution, as the Scheme 
would thereby be compleated ; as this does not depend upon the 


City without the Conſent of the other Parties, and ſeems to be 
at ſome Diſtance, the Committee do not Tags it neceſſary 


hing relating to 


to take up the 9 s Time with any 
them . 20 


The Committee have conſidered. and approven of the other 
Propofals not taken notice of in their Report, and as they have, 


in their Enquiries into the ſeveral Facts, taken the beſt Informa- 


tion, and conſidered this Affair without Favour or Prejudice, 
they hope, when the Alterations propoſed are agreed to by the 
Magiſtrates and Council, that they will not only ſar sfy the Mem- 
bers of this Company, but many others of the Inhabitants who 
have not had the Opportunity, or taken Time to inform them- _ 
 tolves of the Facts with the lame Certainty your. Committee 


have done. 


 Extratted by EDW. RUTHERF "URD. 


N. B. Thi Report, whi ch was approved by the Gene Mier- 
ing of the Maſter and Merchaus Company, was drawn up 
by by the Mafter and his twekve Aſſiſtants, together with John 
Osburn late Provoſt of Edinburgh, Allan Whitefoord, 
Eſq; Thomas F. airholm, Alexander Hunter and John 


Hop e, all we in Edinburgh. 


E 


